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MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION president, North Dakota Library Associa- 

aly : : tion, presided at the brief business session. 
_A joint meeting of the Minnesota and A round table on Book Distribution con- 
North Dakota Library Associations was  qycted by Edna G. Moore of the Duluth 
held at Moorhead and Fargo, October 9-11, Public Library was well planned and worth 


1928, while. 
The opening session took place in the Lillian E. Cook of the North Dakota Li- 
Moorhead High School on Tuesday eve- brary Commission spoke on “The Best of 


ning, with Mrs. Harvey Bertelsen, library the Recent Output for Children” and illus- 
trustee, Fergus Falls, Minn., president of trated her talk with the books mentioned. 


the Minnesota Library Association in the “Getting started on Adult Education 
chair. After several excellent musical Work in the Library” was the subject for 


numbers, a splendid address on “The Ad- gq heart to heart talk by Clara A. Richards, 
venture of Knowledge” was given by Dean  jibrarian of the Masonic Temple, Fargo 
A. E. Minard of the North Dakota State she brought out in a convincing manner, 
College of Agriculture. The presence of the need of individual contact in order to 
Dr. George H. Locke of Toronto, added  jnsure any degree of real success and dem- 
much to the interest of this meeting and onstrated with concrete cases from her own 
to the sociability of the informal reception records, that astonishing results can be 
which followed. achieved by helping those who come, to 

All meetings of the second day were held discipline their own powers. Miss Rich- 
in the First Methodist Church of Fargo. ards favors the word ‘‘client’’ rather than 
Mrs. Ethel] Kuenning, Williston, vice “natron’” and dislikes the expression 




















‘‘Adult Education,’’ hoping that some day 
a happier term may be found. 

Augusta M. Starr, librarian of the Hos- 
mer Branch. Library of Minneapolis dis- 
cussed in an amusing manner, ‘‘How to 
Eliminate from Present Day Fiction.”’ (See 


page 78). 
“Everyday Lending Problems’’ was 
handled by Maud Grogan of Cloquet. Con- 


venient arrangement of the desk, so that 
records are easily accessible was the first 
problem. Other questions were; How 
many books should children be allowed at 
a time? Are fines really a preventive? 
Publicity problems were also discussed. 
Their contract with the schools brings all 
the children to the library for lessons six 
times a year. Reaching the men in the 
mills was difficult because of the varying 
shifts. 

Myra Buell, librarian of Ramsey County, 
Minnesota, presided over the round table 
on County Library Service. 

The County Library Budget was pre- 
sented in a brief paper by Gertrude Glen- 
non of Stillwater, and Miss Buell display- 
ed a chart showing the cost of equipping 
and operating a book truck. 

Ellen B. Lawin of International Falls, 
described the service rendered through the 
schools in the woods country where a truck 
is neither practical nor possible. 

Ethel M. Berry of Hennepin County, told 
of her experience in service by station and 
truck, emphasizing again, the importance 
of individual contacts. A report from 
Miss Glennon as to her work in organizing 
rural school libraries was also read. (See 
page 88). 

Grace Dorival, librarian, South St. Paul, 
told of their publicity campaign for the 
purpose of procuring book-wagon service. 
The Ramsey County book-wagon was bor- 
rowed for exhibit during the County Fair, 
and plans are under way to present the 
project at the County Federation of 
Women’s Clubs and at the County 
Teachers Institute. 

Special invitations had been sent out by 
Mrs. Bertelsen to trustees for the Wednes- 
day afternoon session, with gratifying re- 
sults. W. L. Stockwell, president of the 
Fargo Public Library Board, spoke on ‘“‘The 
Responsibility of the Public Towards the 
Library.’’ He asserted that too often the 
public fails to feel its responsibility and it 
falls upon the personnel of the library and 
upon its trustees to conduct campaigns in 
education in order that it may appreciate 
its responsibilities. 

Dr. George H. Locke discussed the sub- 
ject, ‘“What Can the Public Reasonably Ex- 
pect from the Library.’”’ Dr. Locke stated 
that the library should be looked upon as 
a business, not a philanthropy and that 
rarely had he known an institution to suf- 
fer for want of funds if it was meeting the 
needs of the community. He said it should 


furnish opportunity for everyone regard 
less of wealth or social status to develop 
what talents he has. He pictured it aaa 
only a place for the exchange of books but 
for the exchange of ideas, where people 
may grow more interesting and be more in- 
terested in others. Convulsing his augj- 
ence with laughter at intervals, as he diq 
by referring to his own experiences in 
meeting trying situations, one could not 
but feel that in order to create a happy 
relationship between the public and the 
library, a saving sense of humor is quite 
as essential as sympathetic understanding 

“Library Training in the Northwest” 
was explained by Frank K. Walter, librar- 
ian of the Minnesota University. He gaidq 
that the growth of the adult education and 
research studies makes the public library 
of far greater importance in the commun- 
ity than heretofore, consequently a dif- 
ferent type of service is to be expected. In 
order to meet this need in the Red River 
Valley the University of Minnesota opened 
a new Division of Library Instruction this 
fall, with the result that the attendance ex. 
ceeded all expectations. He outlined the 
plan of the course, making it apparent that 
the object was to have it as practical and 
as thorough as possible. 

Tea was served in honor of Dr. Locke 
by the Fargo-Moorhead Library Club. 

At 6:30 P. M. a delightfully planned 
banquet was held in the dining room of the 
church. No cold formality reigned here. 
Singing, limericks and conundrums helped 
give a touch of real western hospitality. 

Harriet Pearson, president of the North 
Dakota Library Association presided at the 
evening session. Dr. Locke’s address on 
“The Wanderings of a Librarian’ had to 
do with his recent travels in the British 
Isles. Besides telling of the intimate 
family life in England and Scotland, he 
described visits to various libraries and 
outlying schools, calling attention to 
quaint customs and droll mannerisms 
along the way. In conclusion his audience 
caught a glimpse of the very soul of Scot- 
land in the picture of the Scottish National 
Memorial which he left with them. 

Thursday morning was devoted to sep- 
arate business meetings. 

A general session was held at Moorhead 
Teachers College during the afternoon in 
charge of Edith Grannis, St. Cloud Teach- 
ers College, second vice president of the 
Minnesota Library Association. 

The Story of the Book was demonstrated 
by the fifth and sixth grade children un- 
der the direction of Miss Blanche Loudon. 
Beginning with a frieze made by the chil- 
dren showing the development of the al- 
phabet, writing and printing; an exhibit of 
ancient books, materials used in writing, 
and making of a book, and _ interesting 
bindings were shown and explained by the 
children with evident appreciation and un- 
derstanding. 
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This was followed by an interesting and 
detailed account of “The Libraries of Ox- 
ford, England’’ by Miss Maude Hayes of 
the Moorhead State Teachers College. 

Harriet E. Wood, Director of School Li- 
praries for Minesota, spoke on “School Li- 
prary Problems.’’ The points covered were 
(1) the arrangement of the books and 
equipment to provide library atmosphere; 
(2) the programming of the library to pro- 
vide library experience for every child; (3) 
instruction to lead the pupils to help 
themselves; (4) the training of the school 
librarian and the staff leading to certifica- 
tion. 

At four o’clock the delegates were taken 
on an automobile ride through Moorhead 
and Fargo to the North Dakota State Col- 
lege of Agriculture. An opportunity was 
given to visit the Lincoln Log Cabin and 
the Practice House and also to inspect the 
large collection of bookplates owned by Dr. 
Fritz Volkmar, a member of the faculty. 

Dinner was served at Ceres Hall and the 
final program was given in the famous 
Little Country Theater. Music was fur- 
nished by the Fargo High School. In an 
address on “Leisure Time,’ Dr. J. L. 
Coulter, president of the North Dakota 
State College of Agriculture, suggested 
growing opportunities for librarians to use 
their influence in turning leisure time 
wasted into creative and constructive ends. 
He cited the influence of the Little Thea- 
ter and the development of civic responsi- 
bility among children. The overworked 
librarian was the theme of the amusing 
play ‘‘Exit Miss Lizzie Cox,’’ which closed 
the program. 

Ideal weather, good fellowship and an 
exceptionally fine program made this an al- 
together successful meeting. 





Business Session 

A short business session on Wednesday 
morning October 10th at 9 o’clock was pre- 
sided over by Mrs. Ethel Kuenning of 
Williston, North Dakota. The following 
committees were appointed; 

Resolutions— 

Minnesota, Dorothy Hurlbert, Mrs. Clara 
Bordwell, Mrs. Alice Lamb. 

North Dakota, Mrs. Florence Davis, Mrs. 
Ethel Kuenning, Harriet Anfinson. 

Nominations— 

Minnesota, Mrs. Jenny Lind Blanchard, 
Gratia Countryman, Clara F. Baldwin. 

The regular business session for the 
Minnesota Library Association was held at 
9:30 A. M. on Thursday morning October 
11th, in the First Congregational Church 
of Moorhead, with the president, Mrs. 
Harvey W. Bertelsen in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and approved. The former 
treasurer’s report was also read and ap- 
proved. 

Adelaide Rood suggested a revision of 
the consitution in order to secure a more 


permanent secretary and as chairman of 
the revision committee, recommended the 
following amendment; 

“The officers of the association shall be 
president, and first and second vice presi- 
dents who shall be elected by ballot at each 
annual meeting and shall serve until the 
close of the meeting, at which their succes- 
sors are chosen, and a secretary-treasurer 
to be elected by ballot each five years and 
to receive the sum of fifty dollars yearly 
to partly compensate for her time and cover 
her annual trip to the convention.” It was 
moved by Miss Berry and seconded by Mrs. 
Jones that tic amendment be accepted. 
The motion carried. 

Clara F. Baldwin spoke of the advisa- 
bility of filing the records of the meetings 
of the association with the State Historical 
Society, calling attention to the possibility 
of eventual loss if the practice of sending 
them from one secretary to another were 
to continue. Miss Countryman heartily 
agreed with the suggestion and cited the 
loss of Alexander Ramsey’s autograph 
which she had at one time put into the sec- 
retary’s book. Miss Baldwin offered the 
following resolution and moved its adop- 
tion; “I move that the secretary be in- 
structed to write to the librarian of the 
Minnesota Historical Society regarding the 
possibility of depositing the early records 
of the Minnesota Library Association in 
their archives.’’ Miss Countryman second- 
ed the motion and it was carried. 

The question of the appointment of a 
registrar or assistant secretary was 
brought up but no action was taken. 

There was no report of the committee on 
documents. Miss Baldwin suggested that 
this being legislative year, the same com- 
mittee on documents be continued. Be- 
cause of Miss Krausnick’s leave of absence, 
Miss Baldwin moved that Mr. Hodnefeld 
of the State Historical Society act as chair- 
man of the committee. Miss Countryman 
seconded the motion. Carried. 

Adelaide Rood referred to the work 
done by President Coffman in establish- 
ing a course in Library Training at the 
University of Minnesota. It was moved by 
Miss Jones and seconded by Miss Country- 
man that a letter be written by the 
secretary to President Coffman expressing 
the appreciation of the Minnesota Library 
Association for his efforts along this line. 

Miss Wood gave the following: 


Report of Subscription Book Committee 

The members of the Subscription Book 
Committee through conference and corre- 
spondence submit the following recom- 
mendations for libraries with limited 
funds: 

1. Never buy from a canvasser. 

2. Never have a set sent on approval. 

3. Never sign a contract without reading 

4. Investigate before investing. 

5. Buy individual books on special sub- 
jects first. 
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The essential expensive sets for libraries 
are all listed in standard lists or known by 
specialists in reference books, who have 
facilities for comparing changed titles and 
editions and for weighing values. 

The Pacific Northwest Library Associa- 
tion Subscription Book Bulletin may be ob- 
tained for twenty-five cents a year from 
Ruth Rockwood, Library Association of 
Portland, Oregon. Watch also for the ac- 
tivities of the American Library Associa- 
tion Subscription Book Committee. 

Write to the Minnesota State Library Di- 


vision, Room 9, Historical. Building, St. 
Paul. 
Ruth Wright, Hill Reference Library, 


St. Paul. Chairman. 

Harold Russell, Order Department, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Library. 

Harriet A. Wood, State Library Division, 
St. Paul. 

Miss Wood read: 

Report of the Education Committee 

The committee has cooperated with the 


A. L. A. Education Committee in the 
preparation of the School Library Year- 
book No. 2, and in securing members 


for the A. L. A. Eighty-three school librar- 
ians from Minnesota are members: 

Seventy-nine school librarians have cer- 
tificates and one hundred and fifty-six 
have endorsements. 

Elizabeth Seripture, Chairman. 

On motion the above reports were ac- 
cepted. 

The nominating committee submitted 
the following names as officers for the en- 
suing year; 

President—Dorothy Hurlbert, Hibbing. 

Ist Vice President—Augusta Starr, Min- 
neapolis. 

2nd Vice 
Paul. 

Secretary-treasurer—Gertrude Glennon, 
Stillwater. 

Ex-officio member of the executive 
board—Mrs. Harvey W. Bertelsen, Fergus 
Falls. 

It was moved by Miss Baldwin and sec- 
onded by Miss Rood that the secretary be 
instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for 
same. 

In the absence of Miss Moore, the ques- 
tion of A. L. A. membership was presented 
by Mrs. Bertelsen 

The secretary read a letter from Amy 
Hemingway Jones of the Carnegie Endow- 
ment for International Peace. Miss Jones 
sent greetings and regrets that she could 
not be present at the meeting. 

There being no more regular business 
the meeting was open for informal talks. 

Asked to make a few remarks, Miss 
Countryman chose to speak on adult edu- 
cation. Referring to Miss Richards ad- 
dress she insisted that every librarian 


President—Perrie Jones, St. 


could find opportunities for work with the 
individual just as Miss Richards was do- 
ing. 


She also said that the idea that the 


library is a class institution must be broken 
déwn. 

Mrs. Borgendale spoke of her experience 
in helping students to continue their edy- 
cation along definite lines. Miss Baldwin 
called attention to the importance of hold- 
ing the interest of the boys and girls after 
they have finished high school. Mrs, 
Higbie said that she had found opportuni- 
ties in her high school library to work 
with parents through the children. 

The meeting adjourned in time for the 
luncheon which was served in the bage- 
ment of the church. 

Resolutions expressing appreciation of 
the many courtesies extended by the cities 
of Moorhead and Fargo, and various or- 
ganizations; and thanks to all those who 
participated in the program, mentioning es- 
pecially Dr. Locke and Mr. Walter, were 
approved as submitted by the joint com- 
mittee of the two associations. 


HAZEL HALGRIM, Secretary. 


HOW TO ELIMINATE THE UNDESIR- 

ABLE FROM PRESENT DAY FICTION 

By AUGUSTA STARR, Librarian, Hosmer 
Branch, Minneapolis. 

Book selection is one of the most de- 
lightful duties of the librarian. Who does 
not enjoy spending money? What can be 
more charming than to spend money on 
new books? As we read the flaming word 
pictures of the publishers and see the 
glowing book jackets, we are filled with 
enthusiasm. Each new book is ‘‘The Book 
of the Century.’’ We must have each one 
or our library is lost. We burn to buy all 
the most sophisticated highbrow books 
books that we may impress people with 
our erudition; but we are stayed by the 
gorgeous thought of spending all our 
money on reprint editions of Zane Grey 
and Ethel M. Dell, filling our shelves and 





swelling our circulation statistics. We are 
torn between the two extremes. What 


shall we do? How shall we attain that 
golden mean advised by the Roman poet? 
“Est modus in rebus, sunt certi denique 
fines quos ultra citraque nequest consistere 
rectum.’’ Shall we translate it thus:— 
“There is a mean in all things, and more- 
over, certain limits on either side of which 
right cannot be found.’’ 

How then shall we best spend our 
money for modern fiction? Can we depend 
upon the publishers’ blurbs? Alas, the 
most worthless book is sometimes most 
widely advertised. There is material for 
an amusing essay on the contrast between 
publishers’ announcements of sixty years 
ago and those of today, but, as Mr. Kipling 
says, “that is another story.’’ 

Would you say the first consideration 
was the general type of readers to be 
served in your particular library? As one 
housekeeper says, “I never buy tomatoes. 
My family won’t eat them.” And another 
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says, “My husband has to have two egg 
every morning of the world.”’ So we must 
cater to the taste of our library families, 
always remembering that too limited a diet 
causes indigestion. The skilled dietitian 
selects a menu adapted to particular tastes, 
so we must buy western stories for the 
grown up boys, detective stories for the 
statesmen, clergymen and flappers, ro- 
mances for the mentally starved, historical 
novels for the would-be adventurer, novels 
of intellect to deepen our thought, novels 
of fantasy to stir our love of beauty, novels 
of strange countries to broaden our 
thought. We have a large family to feed 
and none must be forgotten. 

But in setting our intellectual table, we 
must consider how it is to be served. The 
modern library is built on the cafeteria 
plan where all may help themselves. Are 
these books we are buying, suitable for 
those open shelves? This in turn depends 
upon the class of people who use those 
shelves. In the Minneapolis Public Li- 
brary we have the advantages of closed 
shelves, a sort of butler’s pantry arrange- 
ment, so we can and do buy many books 
which are well worth reading for their 
beauty of style or artistry of diction or 
portrayal of life in other lands. These 
books should be available to the adult 
who enjoys mature literature but we do 
not place them on the open shelves where 
they might shock those whose idea of life 
is confined to the most sheltered home. 

Having settled these preliminary mat- 
ters, we must judge each book for its value 
as literature and to settle this question 
requires all our critical powers of culture 
and training and experience. Is the book 
well written or poorly written? Amusing 
or boring? Is it in its class, a work of 
art? Worthwhile or trash, or just medi- 
ocre? Charming or annoying? Inspiring 
or disgusting? This is not a simple mat- 
ter to decide but to complicate the problem 
still more, we must add the financial con- 
sideration. How much money have we to 
spend on new fiction? Every housekeeper 
struggles with a budget which covers only 
the greatest necessities and in the same 
way, librarians can buy only to satisfy 
the greatest demands, yet how far 
must we go to. satisfy those de- 
mands? Are the people crying for 
a certain book because they really want it, 
or, because the advertisers tell them they 
want it? In a large library system, if we 
buy one copy of a widely advertised but 
worthless book, we must buy a hundred 
copies if we are to satisfy the demand. Is 
the book worth one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars to our community? This is a question 
of salesmanship, not censorship. Censor- 
ship! Do we as mature adults admit the 
right of any one else to dictate what we 
shall or shall not read? Do we as servants 
of our communities feel fit to dictate to 
other mature adults what they shall or 





shall not read? Such procedure is directly 
opposed to the nature of this nation which 
was founded on the principles of religious 
and intellectual freedom. Of course the 
blatantly obscene and immoral books are 
ruled out of public libraries by public law, 
and the obviously vulgar by the rule of 
good taste. But for the rest, how shall we 
decide? We cannot buy everything. 

What rule of selection shall we follow 
in choosing our “feast of reason?’ With- 
out revealing how I am to cast my vote on 
the sixth of November, I should here like 
to cast my vote for the voice of the 
people, that is, the decision of the major- 
ity, which in the end generally coincides 
with that of posterity. This is not to say 
that ‘‘Abie’s Irish “Rose” is a work of gen- 
ius, but to maintain that it contains ele- 
ments of vitality or it could never have 
earned popular approval. 

It was popular enthusiasm rather than 
the judgment of eminent critics that first 
acclaimed Jane Eyre as a work of art. Yet 
I was pleased to note the other day when 
reading Mrs. Gaskell’s Life of Charlotte 
Bronte that the first demands for copies 
of the new novel came from librarians. 
That was in England in 1847. Can the li- 
brarians of today in this country recognize 
the work of an unknown genius as quick- 
ly? I am not sure that it was librarians 
but at least it was by recommendations of 
its readers that recognition first came to 
“The Bridge of San Luis Rey.’’ Mr. Wild- 
er’s first book ‘‘Cabala’’ had attracted 
little attention and he told the publisher 
that this second book was not worth pub- 
lishing, so its first demand came as a sur- 
prise to both author and publisher, and in 
spite of no preliminary advertising. 

Such genuine approval on the part of 
many readers must not be confounded 
with the superficial approval caused by the 
various Book-of-the-Month clubs which set 
a false value on a few books and by their 
advertising, force the sale of quantities of 
inferior books which would otherwise lan- 
guish and die as have other better books. 

Neither must we be led intothinking that 
a high-priced book is necessarily a better 
book. If I am not mistaken, Main Street 
was the first two dollar novel and the pub- 
lishers excused the price on the ground of 
the amount of paper required to make its 
four hundred pages. Now we are offered 
attenuated fantasies with wide margins 
and mauve bindings at two and a half, and 
three dollars. 

How then shall we meet the rising price 
of books and the more rapidly rising num- 
ber of books with our more or less sta- 
tionary book funds? By remembering that 
we are administering a trust fund which 
is to be spent for the greatest good of the 
greatest number. By eliminating all 


books that are not works of art in the 
broad sense of the term. This includes 
not only books of fine literary flavor to 
























































satisfy the keen intellectual but also those course in the Selection of Books for Ado- 
books which are merely entertaining lescents, also a two-quarter course. 
enough to appeal to the mentally im- In the winter quarter the diversity of 
mature. By remembering that no collec- courses, according to the type of work de. 
tion of books is perfect in its representa- sired by the students, will begin. Those 
tion of all classes but that we are all striv- who desire to go into elementary or secon- 
ing for the same ideal, the building of dary school library work or into work with 
true libraries for the people. children, have been advised to discontinye 
some of the bibliographic work such as is 
i given in the Cataloging and Classification 
THE DIVISION OF LIBRARY INSTRUC- courses and to devote more time to Book 
TION OF THE UNIVERSITY Selection and the administration of child- 
OF MINNESOTA ren’s work. The quarters provided for 
The first quarter of the work of the Di- the Division in the General Library builq- 
vision of Library Instruction of the Uni- ing of the University are proving gatis- , 
versity of Minnesota has been promising. factory both in the matter of comfort and 
Although handicapped by the size of the adaptation of their particular purpose, 
classes in proportion’ to the number of in- There is still room for a few additiona] 
structors available, the results obtained students on a part-time basis, but, if the 
have been fairly satisfactory and beyond registration increases anywhere in the near 
our expectation under the circumstances. future it will not be long before the pres- 
This is perhaps due to the fact that we ent accommodations will be seriously 
have an unusually good grade of students taxed. There is still need for more prac- 
who are willing to accept their share of tice material in several of the courses, but 
the responsibility for getting good results. in general, the supply is surprisingly good 
Forty-five are enrolled as full-time stu- for activities just beginning. This is due 
dents. Forty-seven others are taking one’ in a considerable measure to the fact that 
Or more courses to qualify them for var- a fair sized collection had already been 
ious grades of library certificates issued collected for the use of the summer ses- 
by the Department of Education of the’ sion classes, which have been given in 
State of Minnesota. Thirty-two of this previous years. 








total of ninety-two registrants are gradu- In spite of the elaborate elimination tests ] 
ates of the following colleges: Augsburg; which have been considered essential by 
Gustavus Adolphus; Macalester; Milwau- most of the library schools of any long ‘ 
kee Downer; University of Minnesota; North standing, the student material here at 
Dakota State College; Parker College; Minnesota is surprisingly good. This is é 
Radcliffe; Ripon; College of St. Catherine; perhaps due to the fact that they have 
St. Olaf; Vassar; Wiley and the University already passed through a period of elimina- I 


of Wisconsin. In spite of the fact that tion extending over the three or four years, 
nothing but the most local type of publici- as the case may be, of their college work. 





ty was possible because of the late start- In other words, we are starting with a é 
ing of the Division, students are enrolled picked body which to a very large degree C 
from six different states: Iowa, Minne- takes away the necessity for the elimina- C 
sota, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Texas, Wis- tion tests required elsewhere. Only two i 
consin. The largest number, of course, of those enrolled for full time in the Divi- i 
are from Minnesota. Courses in Bibliog- sion have cancelled their registration dur- ‘ 
raphy, conducted by Mr. Russell, head of ing the quarter. One of these did so for 

the Order and Binding departments, of personal reasons while the other left the I 
the University Library, in Book Selection school to accept a promising teaching posi- r 
for Adults, Cataloging and Classification, tion in a neighboring state. I 
conducted by Miss Lura C. Hutchinson and FRANK K. WALTER ¢ 
a seminar in Current Library Problems, 

have been offered. Cataloging, Classifica- s 
tion, Book Selection and Current Library AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION Q 
Problems will be continued. Miss Della Provided satisfactory arrangements can 
McGregor, Chief of the Juvenile Depart- be concluded, the annual conference of the 

ment of the St. Paul Public library will American Library Association will be held 

offer a course in Library Administration, in Washington, D. C. during the week, 

which will cover work with children. Two May 13. 

of the three weekly periods will be devoted A post-conference educational tour is 

to selection of children’s literature and the proposed which will occupy the weeks be- 1 
third period will discuss the various special tween the Washington conference and the y. 
administrative problems of the work. Pro-_ international conference to be held June 

vision will also be made for supervised 15-30 in Rome. - Arrangements will be D 
practice work for a number of the students made for visiting important libraries and t 
who are qualified to take and who desire to meeting European librarians. 7 
take it during this quarter. Reference F. K. W. Drury, assistant librarian of 8 
work will be begun, to be continued Brown University Library in Providence, L 


through the spring quarter as will also a has been appointed executive assistant to 
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the Board on the Library and Adult Edu- 
cation of the American Library Associa- 
tion to succeed L. L. Dickerson. 

Mr. Drury is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois Library School. He received 
his master’s degree from Rutgers College. 
He is the author of the textbook, ‘‘Selec- 
tion and Acquisition of Books for Librar- 
ies’ and of several reading lists. 





TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB 


The fall meeting of the Twin City Li- 
prary Club was held Tuesday evening, 
November 13, at the Business Women’s 
Club of Minneapolis. An excellent dinner 
was served to 97 members. 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting was dispensed with as they 
had already been printed in Minnesota 
Library Notes and News. The following 
report was read by the treasurer: 


Balance on hand May 9, 1928...... $16.91 
IE oo.) dina. sas hie Merosaétiei'd v6 3, Ronee ons a ae 20 
Amount collected from dues...... 56.75 
$73.89 

Expenditures 
Expenses for the meetings in 1928. .$43.65 
Balance on hand Nov. 13th........ 30.24 


Miss Moon of the St. Paul Publie Library 
submitted the following report of the 
nominating committee: 

President—Harold G. Russell, Univer- 
sity of Minnesota Library. 


Vice-President—Lois Jordan, Minne- 
apolis Public Library. 
Secretary-Treasurer—Charlotte. Camp- 


bell, St. Paul Public Library. 

The report was approved and accepted. 

Miss Encking explained why the time 
and place of the meeting had _ been 
changed. Since the South St. Paul library 
could not have the meeting at the time set, 
it was thought best to have the fall meet- 
ing in Minneapolis and the next meeting 
at South St. Paul. 

The speaker of the evening was Mrs. 
L. C. Bacon who had just returned from 
a trip abroad with the Sherwood Eddy 
party. Mrs. Bacon gave an interesting talk 
on “Some Europeans and their ideas.’’ 

Mr. Russell, the newly elected president, 
spoke a few words before the meeting 
adjourned. 

ELSA R. NORDIN, 


Secretary-Treasurer. 





TWIN CITY CATALOGER’S 
ROUND TABLE 

The section met in St. Paul, Oct. 29, 
1928, at the Woman’s City Club, Miss 
Arms of the University Library presiding. 

After the reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting, Miss Hutchinson, Assis- 
tant Professor of the Division of Library 
Training of the University of Minnesota, 
spoke on the work and problems of the new 
Division. 





Miss Goss of the University Library, re- 
ported on the A. L. A. Conference at West 
Baden, speaking particularly of the Cata- 
log section meetings. Miss Grondahl, of 
the University Library, told us of some of 
the diversions of the meeting. 

Miss Moon, of the St. Paul Public Li- 
brary, gave a general view of Miss Mann’s 
book on the Classification and cataloging 
of books, calling on Miss Arms to speak 
on the chapters on classification, Miss 
West of the Minneapolis Public Library, 
on the routing of books and cards through 
the catalog department; Miss Corteau of 
the St. Paul Library, on alphabeting and 
filing, and Mrs. Stuhr of the Minneapolis 
Public Library, on subject headings and 
the use of the catalog. Miss Starr, chair- 
man of the Catalog section of the A. L. A. 
spoke of some of the questions to come up 
before the section at the midwinter meet- 
ing. 

KATHARINE FOSTER 
Secretary-Treasurer 





RANGE LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
ASSOCIATION 


“The sixth semi-annual meeting of the 
Library Boards of the Iron Range was held 
at Virginia, October 27, 1928. 

The meeting opened with a banquet, 
followed by an interesting program. The 
following libraries were represented: Vir- 
ginia—9, Mountain Iron—7, Buhl—3, 
Chisholm—2 and librarian, Hibbing—7, 
Coleraine—4, Eveleth—5, Grand Rapids— 
3. 

C. R. Johnson, president of the Virginia 
Library Board, presented the Virginia 
Board and the Librarian, and presided as 
toastmaster. Address of welcome was given 
by Mr. Al Bickford, City Clerk. Report on 
State Convention by Mrs. Otto Poirier. Pi- 
ano solo by Mrs. Rex St. Clair. Miss Bald- 
win, State Director of Libraries, gave a 
talk. Miss Mabel Rice of the Bemidji 
State Teachers’ College gave an illuminat- 
ing address on ‘“‘The Value of the Right ° 
Books for Children.’’ Vocal solo by Mr. 
Donald Tuttle, accompanied by Mrs. St. 
Clair. 

Pens were presented to the Mountain 
Iron delegates for the 100% attendance of 
their Board. 

The business meeting was called to order 
by the President, Mr. A. M. Peterson of 
Coleraine. Minutes of the previous meet- 
ing were read and approved. 

Subjects discussed were: 

“How to induce smaller communities to 
send representatives to the Association 
meetings.”’ 

“How library funds are handled by var- 
ious municipal bodies.’’ 

Chisholm extended an invitation to the 
Association to hold the March, 1929, 
meeting there, which was accepted. 











A vote of thanks was extended to Vir- 
ginia for the splendid banquet and enter- 
tainment. 

MRS. IRWIN LERCH, 
Secretary 





LIBRARY AIDS 


The A. L. A. has published several new 
books and pamphlets this fall. 


The Code for classifiers is, for the classi- 
fiier what A. L. A. catalog rules is for the 
cataloger. It contains itself, not with any 
particular classification scheme but with 
principles by which consistency may be 
maintained in assigning books to their ap- 
propriate places in a system of classifica- 
tion. 


Navigation then and now is the title of 
a reading course published by the A. L. A. 
for the American Merchant Marine Library 
Association. It is uniform with the Read- 
ing with a Purpose courses but not one of 
the series. 

James I. Wyer has just completed the 
revision of a manual on the College and 
university library. Dr. Arthur E. Bostwick 
has revised his pamphlet on Some princi- 
ples of businesslike conduct in libraries. 


Reading With A Purpose 


To those who think geography an un- 
interesting science, a mere inventory of 
continents and countries, the new Reading 
with a Purpose course, Geography and our 
need of it by J. Russell Smith, will come as 
a startling revelation. This course, pub- 
lished November 27, is one of the most 
readable of the series. It is human geo- 
graphy. 

A dozen new subjects have been added 
to the list of Reading with a Purpose book- 
lets, six of which will be ‘practical’ or 
vocational courses. Courses for which au- 
thors have already been secured are as fol- 
. lows: 

Romance of modern exploration by Fitz- 
hugh Green. 

The human body and its care by Dr. 
Morris Fishbein, of the American Medical 
Association. 

Capital and labor by John Andrews 
Fitch. 

Other subjects to be added to the series 
are American Life, Inventors and inven- 
tions, Scandinavian literature, Aviation, 
Home economics, Advertising, Salesman- 
ship, Journalism, and Art in advertising. 





Rural Library Survey—‘‘Equalizing Li- 
brary Opportunities in South Dakota” has 
been published as Bulletin 233, by the Rur- 
al Sociology Department of the Agricultur- 
al Experiment Station of the S. D. College 


of Agriculture. The study was made by w, 
F. Kumlien in cooperation with Dr. ¢, 7 
Galpin, in charge of the section of Rura] 
Life Studies, Bureau of Agricultural Reo- 
nomics, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. 

The survey concludes that the solution 
of the problem for both town and country 
seems to be the county library. It can 
meet the test for an efficient library unit, 
as agreed on by library authorities, and yet 
the costs per capita are not high. 





KEEPING INFORMED ON 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Do you know that a request to be placed 
on its mailing list will bring the Interna- 
tional Book News to you free of charge? 

The News, issued at regular intervals 
throughout the year, is one of the activities 
of the World Peace Foundation, of Boston. 
It is usually a four-page publication, list- 
ing fact material on international relations 
and international co-operation, in such con- 
cise form as to furnish to readers a 
remarkably complete and compact bibliog- 
raphy. Each issue outlines the world effort 
which has been made to solve problems 
in the fields of Social Service, Finance, 
Industry, Public Health, etc. and the docu- 
mentation which is available on these sub- 
jects. 

The International Book News is issued 
for the purpose of keeping the American 
public advised of the great variety of time- 
ly material obtainable through official and 
semi-official international co-operative 
agencies, as well as by the World Peace 
I‘oundation itself. The News also contains 
announcements of new publications on sub- 
jects of current interest. 

Order librarians will find the Interna- 
tional Book News useful and convenient, 
both as to the information supplied and 
the form in which it is published. Copies 
may be obtained by writing to the Librar- 
ian, World Peace Foundation, 40 Mt. Ver- 
nen Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 





MAGAZINES OFFERED 
Bookman, Sept. 1914-Feb. 1928. 27 Vv. 
(unbound) 
Public Library, Graceville, Minn. 
Bookman, May-Dec., 1924, Jan.-June, 
1925. For payment of postage.—Owa- 
tonna Public Library, Owatonna, Minn. 


MAGAZINES WANTED 


Educational review, April, 1925. 
St. Nicholas, Nov., 1927.—Owatonna Pub- 
lic Library, Owatonna, Minn. 





$1.50 per v.—Graceville 
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RECENT BOOKS OF MERIT 
Non-Fiction 


Stuber, Stanley Irwin. How we got our 
denominations. Association Press, 1927. 
2.00 280 
The periods of the primitive church, ancient 

Catholic church, Protestant Reformation and 

modern church are given a bird’s-eye view 

with helps for study, written work and oral 
assignments at the end of each chapter. 

Butterworth, Julian Edward. The parent- 
teacher association and its work. Mac- 
millan, 1928, 1.25 371.1 


“Practically the only material in book form 
on the subject, this study has been recom- 
mended by the U. S. Commissioner of Edu- 
cation. . .” P 
Beebe, Charles William. Beneath tropic 

seas. Putnam 1928, 3.50 591 

Everyone who is familiar with Beebe’s 
previous books will welcome this one which 
tells of his fascinating adventures while div- 
ing among the coral reefs of Haiti. The il- 
lustrations are splendid. Do not confine this 
to the adult readers but give it also to the 
older boys and girls. 

Earhart, Amelia. 20 hrs., 40 mins; our 
flight in the Friendship. Putnam, 1928, 
2.50 629 
On the shelf with We, Skyward and Flying 

the Arctic should be this account by the first 

woman to cross the Atlantic by air. 

Hamburg, Merrill. Beginning to fly. 
Houghton, 1928, 2.50 629 
Judge for yourself how long this book will 

stay on the boys’ shelf. It discusses wing 
construction, propellers, motors, tools, ma- 
terials, and gives detailed instructions for 
making several types of successful model 
planes, with working drawings, sketches and 
photographs. There is a chapter on model 
airplane club organization. 

Leeming, Joseph. Magic for everybody. 
Doubleday-Doran, 1928, 2.00 793 
“The 250 best and newest feats of magic 

chosen for the ease with which they can be 
performed” and the “maximum of effective- 
ness and mystification.” There are tricks 
with rings, cards, matches, handkerchiefs, 
numbers, coins, paper, glasses, ete. <A veri- 
table gold mine for the boys and those who 
entertain. 

Schauffler, Robert Haven and Sanford, 
A. P., comp. Plays for our American 
holidays. 2v. Dodd, 1928, 2.50 each. 

808.2 

_v. 1 Christmas, St. Valentine’s day, St. Pat- 

rick’s day, Easter, Halloween. 

v. 2 New Year’s day, Twelfth Night, Ar- 
bor day, April Fool’s day, May day, Thanks- 
giving, Forefathers’ day. 

Nine of these plays were written for this 
series because no others were available, the 
majority of them all within the last three 
years. They are “effective, amusing, inter- 
esting, economical in costuming and setting 
and easy to act.” 

Warner, Frances Lester. The unintentional 
charm of men. Houghton, 1928, 2.00. 

814 


Who will read these light and amusing es- 
Says the most eagerly—the men or the 
women? Librarians may have the fun of 
checking up in their own communities. 

De Leeuw, Adele Louise. Flavor of Hol- 

land. Century, 1928, 4.00 914 
, This book is rightly named. The author’s 
cather came from Holland and through him 
eae party came to see and know much of 
the familiar life of the people which is hidden 
from the usual tourist. 











Russell, Charles Edward. A-rafting on the 
Mississip’. Century, 1928, 3.50. 917 
There is much of Minnesota in the early 

chapters of this book. Old settlers will read 

this with interest and it will be useful and 
readable for those seeking local history 
stories. 

Bartlett, Robert Abram. Log of Bob Bart- 
lett. Putnam 1928, 3.50. 921 
Men will appreciate the adventurous deeds 

of this seafaring man (a companion of 

Peary’s to the North Pole) and women will 

enjoy his references to their sex in this re- 

freshing and amusing autobiography. 

Garland, Hamlin. Back trailers from the 
middle border. Macmillan, 1928, 2.50. 

921 
This is the closing volume of Garland’s 
chronicles, in which he takes his family back 

East, from whence his father came. 

Lauder, Sir Harry MacLennan. Roamin’ 
in the gloamin’. Lippincott 1928, 3.50. 

921 
Here is another delightful story of a man 
who is a familiar figure all over the world. 

Typically Scotch are his shrewdness and 

humor. 

Roosevelt, Theodore. Theodore Roose- 
velt’s diaries of boyhood and youth. 


Scribner, 1928, 2.50 921 

A companion volume to his Letters to His 
Children. Every grown-up will chuckle over 
the delicious quaintness of these records of 
a delightful household, brimftl of lively 
children. Circulate this freely everywhere. 

Fiction 

Aldrich, Mrs. Bess Streeter. <A lantern in 
her hand. Appleton, 1928, 2.00. 

For those older peoplé who enjoy reliving 
the hardships and excitement of pioneer days, 
this time in Nebraska. 

Boyd, Thomas. Shadow of the Long 
Knives. Scribner, 1928, 2.50. 

Historic days of the Revolutionary period 
in the Ohio country make this an enjoyable 
novel for those who wish fact mixed with 
fiction. 

Chapman, Mrs. Maristan. 
tain. Viking 1928, 2.50. 
Loan this to those library friends who en- 

joyed Quare Women, for this is a “simple 

story of the Cumberlands” in which the 

“author has achieved beauty and pungency 

by making the speech of the mountain folk 

her own.” Enthusiastically admired every- 
where. 

Lenanton, C. The holiday. Appleton, 1928, 
2.00. 

This is a “pleasant novel about pleasant 
people” to give those who are weary of too 
much modern fiction. 

O’Donnell, Peadar. The way it was with 
with them. Putnam, 1928, 2.50 
A simple drama of the Irish people as they 

are, without the “ridicule or sentiment so 

prevalent in modern Irish writers,” by one 
who is new among them. 

Parrish, Anne. All kneeling. 
1928, 2.50. 

Everyone will appreciate the effectiveness 
of this telling picture “of a girl who must be 
adored.” 

Salten, Felix. Bambi. 
ster, 1928, 2.50. 
People either will or will not enjoy this 

lovely story of a wild deer, but all of them 

will acknowledge its charm and beauty. Give 
it to parents and urge them to read it aloud 
to their children. 


Happy moun- 


Harper, 


Simon and Schu- 











TRAVELING LIBRARY NOTES 


Book Week brought many more requests 
for the Mother Goose and Treasure Island 
exhibits than it was possible to fill. The 
collection of Mother Goose editions was 
divided in half to make them as helpful 
as possible in celebrating this one week 
which is more successful, it seems, than 
any of the other dozen ‘‘weeks.” All of 
our book maps and many posters were 
also loaned, as well as examples of illus- 
trations of children’s books from the 
picture collection. 

The various book maps are equally inter- 
esting at any time of year and we hope 
that many librarians will send for them 
to help ‘‘dress up’’ their exhibit shelves 
and bulletin boards. 

One librarian writes us: ‘We are cer- 
tainly enjoying those lovely new books you 
sent us in the traveling libraries. Minne- 
sota is doing splendid work with the li- 
brary service you give us in the small 
towns. Our library is small but I can’t 
see any difference in its quality now from 
any large library. Our non-fiction circula- 
tion is growing rapidly. Another library 
report reads: ‘‘No new books were or- 
dered as the traveling library will be 
renewed.”’ Could not more librarians with 
small book funds make use of this oppor- 
tunity? Requests for traveling libraries 
have been very numerous this fall and 
librarians wishing collections should write 
in at once. 

One of our traveling library friends is 
always most generous in her enthusiasm 
for the collections which come to her home. 
Her most recent letter says: ‘‘We were 
so delighted over the new set of books. 
I had washed and was tired out and ly- 
ing down when Mr. brought home the 
books. He came upstairs and sat on my 
bed and I said ‘played out.’ ‘Well, you’ll 
feel all right when you see the books I’ve 
brought. I’ll get supper while you look at 
them.’ At first I thought I was too tired 
to move but I just had to get up and look 
at them. Our little boy said, ‘Why Ma, 
there are a million good books here.’ The 
first we read was the book on Australia 
and the next Good References and our two 
big boys liked it so well that they even 
stayed home and listened to it instead of 
going to a dance. We are now reading 
Safari. Thank you ever so much.’”’ 

The picture collection is more popular 
than ever as is shown by the figures—in 
the three months of September, October 
and November, almost as many pictures 
have been circulated as were sent out in 
the nine months of their circulation last 
year. There is a mimeographed, partial 
list of subjects in our picture collection 
which we shall be glad to send to those 
interested. 

New books received from the Interna- 
tional Mind Alcove are: 

Vincent—Italy of the Italians. 


Allen—Modern Japan and its problems. 
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Candee—New journeys in old Asia, 
Jenness—The people of the twilight, 
For the children there are: 
Bradley—Alice in jungleland. 
Adams—Midwinter. 
Rowe—tThe begging deer. 
Fleming—The hunted piccaninnies, 
Books added to the open shelf are: 


Fiction 


Atherton. 

Bromfield. 
Spragg. 

Byrne. Destiny Bay. 

Hamsun. The women at the pump. 

Walpole. Silver thorn. 

Wast., pseud. Black valley. 

Wren. Beau ideal. 


Non-Fiction 


De Kruif. Hunger fighters. 

Koues. On decorating the house. 

Ludwig. Goethe. 

MacKinlay. Origin and development of 
light opera. 

Mantle. Best plays of 1927-1928. 

Messer. The family in the making. 

Millay. A buck in the snow. 

Russell. American orchestra and Theodore 
Thomas. 

Salomon. Book of Indian crafts and In- 
dian lore. 
MILDRED L. METHVEN, Librarian. 


Jealous gods. 
Strange case of Miss Annie 





PERSONALS 


Dr. W. Dawson Johnston, librarian of 
the St. Paul Public Library from 1914 to 
1921, died in Washington, D. C., on No- 
vember 18th. A year after he took charge 
of the St. Paul library, the _ building 
burned, destroying practically the entire 
collection. The new building was already 
under way, but under his administration 
the main library and three Branch build- 
ings were completed, and a library of 300, 
000 volumes was assembled. He also in- 
augurated a campaign of publicity which 
increased the number of borrowers from 
33,000 to 75,000 and the annual circula- 
tion of books from 488,000 to 1,500,000. 

Mrs. Bessie G. Frost, formerly associate 
librarian at Carleton College, Northfield, 
has been made acting librarian, and Mrs. 
Grace Lane Young, 1909 Wisconsin, be- 
came assistant librarian October 1st. Mrs. 
Young has had wide experience in college 
library work, especially in cataloging, and 
was at one time a cataloger in the Uni- 
versity Library. 

Mildred Batchelder, children’s librarian 
of the St. Cloud Teachers College library 
last year, has accepted the position of li- 
brarian in an elementary school] in Evans- 
ton, Illinois. 

Florence Dodd, Wisconsin Library 
School, 1920, who has been assistant librar- 
ian at Superior (Wis.) Normal School, 
and also librarian of Ironwood (Mich.) 
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High School, began work in November as 
children’s librarian in the St. Cloud Teach- 
ers College library. Sa 

Mary Helen Meagher, who specialized in 
library work at St. Catherine’s College, St. 
Paul, and took her M. A. at Smith College, 
has been appointed cataloger in the library 
of St. Thomas College, St. Paul. 

Miss Ottilie Moenkemoeller of the St. 
Paul Public Library was married at noon 
on Thanksgiving day to Mr. Walter Aamold 
of St. Paul. On Tuesday afternoon, No- 
vember the twenty-seventh, a tea was given 
by the members of the circulation and 
catalog departments for Miss Moenke- 
moeller who had been a member of the 
library staff for a number of years. 

Mrs. Georgia A. Goss, librarian of the 
Anoka Public Library, has been given a 
jeave of absence and has gone to Califor- 
nia to spend the winter. Mrs. Edward T. 
Coleman is acting librarian during her 
absence. ; 

Mrs. C. J. Dauphinee has been appointed 
full time assistant in the Grand Rapids 


Public Library. 





NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Anoka—A collection of Hawaiian curios 
has been presented to the library by Mrs. 
A. L. Richardson in memory of her mother 
and aunt who were pioneers of Anoka 
County. The library has purchased a case 
for the display of the collection. 

Austin—Two new branches opened this 
fall are visited by the librarian every week. 

David Martin, the young African hunter, 
gave a talk to nearly 200 children in the 
library, recently. 

Canby—The City Council has increased 
the monthly appropriation for the public 
library from $20 to $42 a month, so that 
it is no longer necessary to depend upon 
volunteer service. Mrs. W. E. Dunphy has 
been elected librarian. New shelving is 
being made to provide for the growing col- 
lection of books. The book committee is 
preparing weekly library notes for the 
paper. 

Cokato—Beginning October ist, the H. 
C. Bull Memorial Library will be open to 
the public every afternoon except Satur- 
day and Sunday, from 3:30 to 5:30, and 
on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday eve- 
dings from 7 to 10. 

Columbia Heights—At a joint meeting 
of the Mothers Clubs of Columbia Heights, 
in October, the question of establishing a 
public library for this rapidly growing vil- 
lage was discussed by Miss Baldwin of 
the Library: Division. Through the efforts 
of a library board appointed at that time, 
a library was opened on December 3rd, in 
a room on the ground floor near the busi- 
hess center. The library is open all day 
and two evenings a week. Two hundred 
books have been obtained from the travel- 
ing library, and donations have been re- 
ceived. The council is paying $20 a month 


toward the expenses, and other organiza- 
tions are cooperating. 

Duluth—An increase in the budget for 
next year provides for a trained branch li- 
brarian and an assistant to have charge 
of work with schools. 

The librarian, Edna G. Moore, gave a 
talk at the Duluth Council of Parents 
and Teachers, November ist, on “Child 
Psychology applied to Reading.” 

The librarian has been made a member 
of the Education and Social Welfare Com- 
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce for 
the coming year. 

A class in children’s reading for parents 
is being conducted by Miss Alice Brown 
of the Children’s department in the Inter- 
mediate Room on Monday evenings. The 
class is recruited from the Home Bureau 
units which last year studied child care 
and training. The topics include: Build- 
ing the home library. The book agent, 
Illustrators and illustrations of children’s 
books, Bible stories for children, Magazines 
for children. 


Eveleth—The librarian has started a 
“Good Book Nook’’ in the weekly papers. 
A “romance” leaving blanks to be filled 
in with titles of familiar novels was an 
interesting contest in September. A prize 
of a book was offered to the first person 
who brought in the story with the blanks 
correctly filled. 

Annotated lists of new books and spe- 
cial book lists are printed from week to 
week. 

Book talks have been given to several 
audiences. 

Hibbing—Upon petition of many pat- 
rons, the Township supervisors have 
agreed to finance the extension service in 
Stuntz township. The service will be re- 
sumed as soon as a librarian for the bus 
can be secured. 

International Falls—Staff meetings are 
being held regularly again. One subject 
chosen for consideration is good literature 
for adolescents. Each week one member 
of the staff reviews a good book for the 
difficult age. Another reports on an arti- 
cle from Libraries, The Library Journal, 
etc. Each magazine in the library is being 
studied in regard to scope, use, ete.; one, 
each week. Because of a realization that 
greater familiarity with adult non-fiction 
books is necessary, one person each week 
gives the rest the benefit of her study of a 
section of these books. The member hay- 
ing no report waits on the patrons. 

Le Roy—The building was closed the 
first two weeks of July, while a new steel 
ceiling was put in and the walls redecor- 
ated. Several trees were cut down also, 
making it lighter inside as well as more 
attractive outside. The village council has 
cut the library tax to two mills for the 
coming year. 

Litchfield—A gift of $250 for reference 
books has been received from an interested 
citizen. 














The School Board has appropriated $150 
toward the salary of an assistant during 
the school year. 

The Woman’s Club has presented a fine 
oak box, which has been placed at the 
side of the entrance for receiving books 
returned when the library is closed. 


Little Falls—The library building was 
closed for the month of August when the 
interior was re-decorated. The annual re- 
port shows that the city library books pro- 
vided 3,941 high school book reports, 
which was 1078 more than last year. 


Minneapolis—A Readers’ Advisory Ser- 
vice was started November lst under the 
direction of Mr. Glenn Lewis, as Readers’ 
Adviser. He will plan progressive courses 
of reading for individuals with each one’s 
particular requirement in mind, or he will 
make outlines for the study of any desired 
subject upon request, after personal con- 
sultation with the applicant. His desk is 
in the Open Shelf Room of the Central li- 
brary where he may be consulted on week- 
days from 2 to 9 p. m. and Saturdays from 
10 a. m. to 6 p. m. 

The Linden Hills Branch Library has 
been moved to the upper floor of the same 
building. 

A dinner meeting of the library board 
with all the members of the library staff 
was held October 31st at the Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts. The dinner was in honor 
of E. C. Gale, newly elected president of 
the board. Miss Countryman made a plea 
for more emphasis on the quality of read- 
even at the expense of mass circula- 


ing, 
tion. Other speakers were Lura Hutchin- 
son, newly appointed assistant professor 


in the Division of Library Instruction at 
the University; J. R. Kingman of the Athe- 
naeum board; J. F. Gould, president of 
the board of education; Glenn Lewis, Au- 
gusta Starr and Adelaide Rood of the li- 
brary staff. 

The Bunyan tercentenary was observed 
by a display of rare editions of the au- 
thor’s works. 

Six hundred and fifty pupils completed 
the Vacation Honor reading program and 
received certificates in October. 


Monticello—A decision of Judge Gid- 
dings in District Court gives the Monticello 
Public Library a preferred claim on funds 
deposited in a defunct bank. The original 
deposit with interest as agreed upon will 
be paid in full. 


Moorhead—Beginning September Ist, 
1928, all non-resident users of the Library 
shall pay a subscription fee of $1 per year 
for library privileges. 


This step was taken because of the fact 
that the library is supported entirely by 
the taxpayers of Moorhead, and in fairness 
to them it is necessary to have this remu- 
neration from non-resident users to help 
pay for the wear and tear on the books 
loaned. 





Owatonna—Forty-eight teachers from 
rural and local grade schools visited the 
library in September and selected collec. 
tions of books for class room use. 

The gift of $15.00 from the Twentieth 
Century Club will be applied to the pur. 
chase of a new table for the children’s 
room. 

A. L. Sperry, president of the library 
board, made a plea for better support of 
the library in a talk before the Lions Clyp 
in November. 


Paynesville—The library had an exhibit 
at the Community Fair in September, 

Pine River—A rummage sale and dinner 
on October 20th added $80.98 to the li- 
brary treasury. 

Pipestone—The library had an article on 
the front page of a recent number of the 
Pipestone Trade Messenger, the organ of 
the Pipestone Civic Association. A brief 
history of the library was included, with 
a story of its three lines of work for the 
juvenile, the teen age and the adult groups. 

Red Wing—Diplomas were presented to 
163 children who had read and reported 
on ten books during the summer. The 
diplomas were given out by the various 
teachers. It had been announced that arti- 
cles of handwork, made from directions 
given in library books, could be counted 
as one of the ten books reported on, and 
a number of children followed this plan. 
During September, these articles were on 
exhibit in the main room of the library. 
Among them were doll dresses, aprons, a 
model stable with horses and wagons and 
several model airplanes. Books’ were 
awarded as prizes for the best work. While 
the exhibit was not large, all articles 
showed careful workmanship, and a similar 
affair is planned for next year. 

Rochester—The library board rejected 
an offer from some Minneapolis business 
men to purchase the library site and erect 
an office building with quarters for the 
library therein. 

St. James—After January 1st, 1929, per- 
sons living outside the city of St. James 
may have the privilege of taking books 
from the library by paying a fee of 50c 
per year for each card issued. 

St. Peter—The library building has been 
redecorated and cleaned during the sum- 
mer, and re-registration of borrowers has 
been started. 

Thief River Falls—The school board 
has appropriated $100 to the library to 
help pay for magazines and books pul- 
chased for school use. 

Warren—The Mothers Club presented 
$25.00 to the library. 

Willmar—The library has about 250 
rural borrowers not only from the country, 
but from 11 villages in the county. Thirty- 
five country teachers have library cards. 
Since July 1st, 71 new rural borrowers reg- 
istered. 
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COUNTY LIBRARY NEWS 


Ramsey County Library Truck 


Original COSt 6... e eee eee ee eee eee ee eee eee ee eee ee ee nes $1,367.15 
GMARHIG occ cence ener eee teresesecincsoswnnes cwees $ 765.00 
ee ee ee eee eR ear yk ee ee 97.30 
(including: spare tire, bumper, motometer, extra leaves 
in rear spring, heater, chains, etc.) 
BOdy . eee cece cece ec cecr ccc ncncecscccecccssceeesons $ 490.00 
Ne ee OPES ee” Oe VE ee Pe ee, ee Te 14.85 
(including: rubber floor covering, cabinet for coats and 
lunches, etc.) 
Operating cost ‘ceo eres ace were we ee rh rere ree $2,054.54 
ee ee ee ee ee ee ee reece ee §$ 32.5 
(including: engine and brake repairs, tire repairs, oiling 
and greasing, body repairs.) 
ASE DION <0, 5c. o 0! 6.9 sere 10 iw bom oes A 00, aed ge we aia «hare ate $ 222.00 
(including: garage rent and gas.) 
Salaries (2 part-time assistants) ...........cceeeeccccees $1,800.00 
MEE, .cdantucesvedcos eaeeetiss bese se bt €tV Bee on ps 4A men eee ae $ 3,421.69 


MYRA W. BUELL, Director. 





Hennepin County Institute—The semi- 
annual institute of the Hennepin County 
Free Library was held Saturday, October 
27, at the Edina School house, with an 
attendance of 22. 

The meeting was opened by Ethel Ber- 
ry, director of the Hennepin County Free 
Library, who welcomed all those present. 
There followed a round table discussion 
with all librarians participating. One of 
the problems discussed was the matter of 
the lack of interest in reading on the part 
of the adult. The library offers courses 
in adult reading suitable for all people, 
and the librarians are always ready to help. 

Luncheon was served in the dining room 
of the school. Immediately after, O. S. 
Glover, superintendent, and Mr. Adams of 
the school board conducted a tour of the 
building. They showed all the very latest 
equipment for a very modern school. Mr. 
Glover gave an interesting talk on the 
“Relation of the Library to School.”’ Mrs. 
Frank Dominick, librarian at Glen Lake, 
spoke on ‘“‘The Use of Agricultural Material 
in the Library.’”’ 

Mrs. Dominick has the best collection of 
books on agriculture in the county, and 
told many incidents of making them use- 
ful to her farmer patrons. She recom- 
mended the Book of Rural Life, as con- 
venient in arrangement and accurate. Hav- 
ing given one gardener information as to 
when to tie up his cauliflowers, she visited 
the Coon Creek experiment farm and was 
relieved to find that the information was 
correct. She said, ‘‘What we don’t know 
costs us a lot of money—or patrons.” A 
touching story was told of a boy of nine 
who died, and $25.02 in his savings ac- 
count was given to the library for the bene- 
fit of his classmates. 

Augusta Starr, of the Minneapolis Li- 
brary, read a delightful paper on ‘How 
to Eliminate the Undesirable from Present 
day Fiction.” 


Miss Gratia Countryman wag the last 
to speak upon “Impressions of the Annual 
meeting of the Minnesota and North 
Dakota Associations and their Application 
to County Library Work.’’ Miss Country- 
man, in her usual charming manner, spoke 
of present day problems and how they are 
being: met. She also said that the County 
Library Institute was a source of inspira- 
tion to her. The librarians in turn look to 
Miss Countryman for help and inspiration. 
Miss Berry conducted the meeting and in- 
troduced the speakers. 

Mrs. J. E. White, of Mound, chairman 
of the library committee for the seventh 
district of the Parent-Teacher Association 
of Minnesota asked for greater cooperation 
between the P. T. A. and the library. 


Koochiching County—The library had 
an exhibit at the County Fair at North- 
ome, September 14-16. Book jackets, pos- 
ters and books representative of various 
classes were on display, and the librarian 
at hand to offer an explanation of the 
county system. Notwithstanding the rain, 
the undertaking proved good advertising. 
A particularly gratifying aspect of the 
work was the number of books of high 
quality requested by many new borrowers. 
Thanks are due the county school super- 
visors and the County School Superinten- 
dent for taking the material to Northome, 
helping to arrange it and returning it 
afterwards. 

During the week of November 19th, 
Ellen Lawin, county librarian, and Har- 
riet Wood, State Supervisor of School Li- 
braries, visited most of the larger schools 
in Koochiching County. 

Through the very cordial cooperation of 
the county superintendent, Miss Anna E. 
Erickson, and the supervisors, Mr. Larson 
and Miss Bartsch, it was possible to go 
over the libraries in the following schools. 
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Big Falls, Birchdale, Border, Gemmell, In- 





dus, Littlefork, Loman, Margie, Mizpah, 
Meadowbrook, Northome and Stiller. 

Worn out books were discarded, others 
selected for rebinding, repair, etc. A num- 
ber were brought in to be added to the 
general county circulating collection. 

Plans were discussed for building up 
permanent collections of the most needed 
material in each school. Principals and 
teachers talked over ways of arranging the 
library room. All agreed that sets of text- 
books are better shelved behind the scenes 
in a closet or cupboard rather than with 
the library books. 

There was evidence of work already done 
to make the libraries more useful. 

The wonderful weather, good roads and 
stops for dinner at a number of homes 
added to the pleasure of the week. 

Miss Wood spoke to the Women’s Civic 
Club on Children’s Reading and also met 
with the Library Board. 

Pennington County—Of the work just 
started in Pennington County, Mrs. Hal- 
grim writes: ‘‘Our reports for November 
first show that we have 530 country bor- 
rowers. Within the past two weeks we 
have sent out to rural schools seven trav- 
eling libraries. Others have put in their 
applications, and I am very sure that this 
will become very popular with the school 
boards. It is too early to get very definite 


reports but a teacher who took hers out 
the first part of the week told me last 
night that every book had been read. 


She 
was enjoying them herself, as many were 
new to her. - 

“The Goodridge branch is especially ac- 
tive. Besides the fifty-volume traveling 
library, I have sent out packages of twenty 
books on two different occasions and many 
magazines. Last night, Miss Aarness, the 
librarian, telephoned for ‘Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin,’ as four different children were call- 
ing for it. 

“Mrs. Gunstad of the St. Hilaire branch 
was in yesterday and seemed very well 
pleased with the reading done there. She 
felt that some people were reading who 
had done almost none before. A certain 
group were anxious to have the more re- 
cent fiction, and I told her we might try 
a rental collection. Some of the Good- 
ridge women have made the same sug- 
gestion, so I am ordering some books for 
them. 

“The county commissioners will be 
asked for more money, as the $250 approp- 
riated does not cover the cost of the work 
done.”’ 

Steele County—The Medford Consolidat- 
ed School Library is open daily from 3-6 
on Wednesday from 7-9 P. M. to the pub- 
lic. Miriam Morford, teacher-librarian, 
took an apprentice course of two years 
in the Owatonna Public Library and did 
substitute work in the Carleton College 
Library during her four years there. 

The staffs of the Medford and Ellendale 
Consolidated Schools visited the Owaton- 


na library in September acquainting them. 
selves with the resources of the library 
and selecting books for collateral reading 
The book committee of the Blooming 
Prairie Library Association were also yvigj- 
tors. 

A traveling library was placed in the 
bank at Bixby through the efforts of the 
Bixby Study Club. 


Washington County—‘TI’ll just reverse 
the old adage ‘’Tis easier done than said’ 
of the work that is being carried on be. 
tween the Public Library and the Wash- 
ington County Schools. 

“The county teachers use the library 
more than any other group of teachers, 
They use the telephone, the mail and make 
personal visits. The first thing in the fall, 
some even before the schools open, make 
their request for Traveling Libraries, to 
supplement the school libraries. Asia, 
Ladies’ Home Journal, Saturday Evening 
Post, Good Housekeeping, are kept for the 
rural teachers to be used in making book- 
lets, posters, etc. The teachers have the 
privilege of selecting their own libraries, 
Some send in by mail for packages of 
books On various subjects such as holiday 
programs, readings and stories to be read 
to the school. 

“Visits are made to the school districts 
to inspect their libraries at the request 
of either the Superintendent, the district 
school board or the teacher. The books 
are gone over, weeding out the undesir- 
ables such as out of date material, not giv- 
en on the state list, worn out, and poor 
copies. Those needing rebinding are placed 
in a separate pile. This last is a problem— 
to educate the teacher and the district 
that it is cheaper and will last longer, to 
have a $3.50 book rebound for $.75 or 
$.80 than it is to buy a new copy of the 
same edition of the same book. Last year 
one district had about two dozen books 
rebound. A step forward has been made. 


“After the books are sorted, then they 
are classified, arranged upon the shelf and 
accessioned. Pockets and book cards are 
left for the teacher to place in the books. 
Where there is a Mothers’ Club, or Parent- 
Teachers’ Association, it is an easy matter 
to discuss the correct kind of book shelves 
or book cases with the teacher. On your 
next visit you see the results of your talk. 
These visits are made in the early fall 
days and acquaintance is made with the 
new teachers. 

“Spring brings through the mail, or 
from the Superintendent or by a visit from 
the teachers, lists of new books to be added 
to the school library. These lists must meet 
the approval of the librarian. This is all 
done through the courtesy and co-opera- 
tion of Mr. E. E. Bloomquist, County Su- 
perintendent of Washington County 
Schools.”’ 

GERTRUDE GLENNON 
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ADULT EDUCATION CONFERENCE IN 
DULUTH 

On October 17, an informal conference 
on Adult Education was conducted in Du- 
luth with the librarian of the Public Li- 
brary presiding. The object of the Con- 
ference was as stated in the following let- 
ter of invitation which was sent out to 
about 50 organizations and institutions in 
the city which sponsor some sort of Adult 
Education activity. 

“The purpose of this Conference is to 
assist each organization or institution to 
a common knowledge of what each is at- 
tempting to do and the public to an ap- 
preciation of the educational opportunities 
available. It is hoped it will result in a 
better correlation of educational effort, will 
prevent overlapping, and will reveal weak- 
nesses in the general program of work. 
The thought which prompts the Confer- 
ence is that Duluth should not be a city 
full of organizations competing for the 
interest, time and money of its citizens, 
but cooperating in the worthy object of 
the most complete development, education- 
ally, of each member of the community, 
whether foreign-born newcomer desiring 
to merge with his environment, or col- 
lege graduate wishing to continue his edu- 
cation. 

“You are requested to furnish the Secre- 
tary of the Conference a written report of 
your program for the year so far as it is 
determined. There will be discussions, 


and oral reports of some outstanding insti- 
tutions and organizations, such as the Du- 


luth Labor College, the Home Bureau, 
Villa Scholastica, the Board of Education 
Night School Classes, the two Christian 
Associations, the Extension Division of the 
University of Minnesota, various women’s 
clubs, ete. The Public Library will under- 
take to compile from these reports a list 
of the various educational activities of 
this year to serve as a directory to inquir- 
ing persons.” 

About half of the organizations were 
represented in person in the Conference; 
several more sent written reports instead 
of attending. Others did not respond. 
The Conference itself was extraordinarily 
interesting and practical. Widely different 
phases of educational activity were repre- 
sented. There was a group discussion of 
university work offered in Duluth, of night 
school work, its scope and function, and 
of special work ranging from programs of 
garden clubs to the classes of the League 
of Women Voters. One practical outcome 
was the revelation that there was a decided 
demand for night school work offering 
regular High School courses, to bridge the 
gap for those who left school before finish- 
ing high school and who wish to take up 
University Extension or Junior College 
work. It was voted by the Conference to 
recommend to the Board of Education that 
such night school work be offered as soon 
as possible. —E. G. M. 


CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 

Enthusiastic reports are coming from 
libraries in all parts of the state, indicat. 
ing that Book Week exhibits were more 
attractive and successful than ever before 
perhaps because there never were so many 
beautiful books for children. 

Publicity was secured through the news. 
papers, movie slides, letters of invitation 
sent to churches, schools and clubs. 

Space does not permit printing all re. 
ports in full, but the following notes quot- 
ed from letters and newspaper clippings 
are typical. 


Bemidji Teachers College—A poetry 
contest for the children of the trainine 
school brought in some very creditable 
verses, for which book prizes were award- 
ed in the primary, intermediate and junior 
high departments. 

Brainerd—One hundred new books were 
displayed, and many parents visited the ex- 
hibit. Tea was served one afternoon, and 
a book play was given on Friday evening 
to two crowded houses. 


Chisholm—In addition to the children’s 
books displayed in the Story Hour Room, 
there was also a special corner for adults, 
where some outstanding books of fiction 
and non-fiction were arranged in an inter- 
esting setting on a round table with an at- 
tractive reading lamp on it. Two com- 
fortable rocking chairs were drawn up to 
the table, and near-by hung a poster invit- 
ing the Grown Ups to Browse-a-Bit. This 
they seemed to enjoy doing. 

Another exhibit that created consider- 
able interest was a Hobby table, on which 
were displayed books that might be of in- 
terest to persons who indulge in a hobby. 
In the center was placed a miniature lake 
with a number of little cork ships sailing 
upon it; these ships were made by the 
Hobby Club boys. The book, ‘“‘Cork Ships” 
by Peter Adams, was placed nearby, so that 
those who were interested could see how 
the little ships were made. 

Upon special invitation, 15 Range libra- 
rians came to visit the library and have 
tea with us. 

Good Book Week was stressed in all the 
schools, and the Children’s Librarian vis- 
ited all the city and location schools and 
gave talks on books; at the same time 
awarded the buttons and diplomas to those 
who had completed the Summer Vacation 
Reading Course. A pennant was presented 
to the Junior High School] because a great- 
er number of children had completed the 
course. 

Saturday, one of the location schools pre- 
sented a Puppet play to a group of fouf 
hundred children, during the regular Story 
Hour period at the library. 

We also decorated the Men’s Reading 
Room windows placing interesting books 
there, and a number of little scenes that 
the children of the schools had made repre- 











genting their favorite stories. Some that 
we exhibited were “Dog of Flanders,” 


“Golden Touch,”’ “Tnele Tom’s Cabin,’’ 
“The Three Bears’ and “‘Sunbonnet Babies 
in Holland.” 


Mimeographed lists for all the grades; 
also one on Fur and fur farming, as well 
as one on aviation, ealled Knights of the 
Air, were distributed to the children and 
patrons. 

Cloquet—‘‘The Library and the Joneses’’ 
was given by children at the November 
meeting of the P. T. A. 

Crookston—A. puppet show, Snow 
White, designed and made by three chil- 
dren was put on every afternoon at the li- 
brary. 

Duluth—The greatest amount of inter- 
est in the observance of Children’s Book 
Week at the Duluth Public Library cen- 
tered around an exhibit of early books for 
children. A few of these were owned by 
the Library, but the majority in the ex- 
hibit were loaned for the occasion from 
private libraries. A lovely old Kate Green- 
away, a first edition of the Hoosier School- 
master, an early abridged edition of Robin- 
son Crusoe, a German Mother Goose with 
trick illustrations, and some quaint old 
A BC books were important items in the 
exhibit. The exhibit has had many visit- 
ors and has aroused so much interest that 
it is being continued for some time. 

The Week was celebrated in connection 
with the Girl and Boy Scout groups, and 
exhibits of their handiwork done from 
their merit badge pamphlets and library 
books were also featured. The Girl Scouts 
gave book plays in four of the branch li- 
braries. 

Fergus Falls—The posters made by the 
children of the different schools were very 
original. The clay modeling by the primary 
grades was a new feature and surprisingly 
well done. 

There was also an Anagram contest for 
the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth grades which 
was well patronized, about 250 children 
taking part. The winners received calen- 
dars for prizes. 

International Falls—The students of the 
Junior High School put on a Playlet, ‘‘To 
Dust Returning.”’ 

Mankato—The Book Week display was 
placed on tables, a book truck, and window 
ledges in the circulation room, so that any- 
one entering the library must observe at 
once that something unusual was afoot. 
Besides the regular colorful posters, large 
white cards with the subject lettered in 
black and an appropriate bit of poetry 
were used with groups of books. To il- 





lustrate—the group on aerial navigation 
had under the caption FLYING: 


‘‘Wings—to keep time to the breeze as 
it sings 
Songs of adventure and quest; 
Tail—to disport with the tempest or gale 
Ho, for the East and the West!” 


Lamps, bookends and table covers were 
borrowed from the merchants to form a 
suitable background. The Hertzberg Bind- 
ery loaned us a strip of cloth printed in 
colors with animals, toys and children dis- 
porting over its surface. Book illustra- 
tions were exhibited and the ‘“‘Book Lov- 
ers’ Map of America.” 

Children were pleased with the little 
blank books, ‘‘My Book Record,’ which 
were available during the week. 


Minneapolis—A model home library of 
100 books was displayed. An attractive 
list of the books with cover design by Em- 
ma Brock of the library staff was distri- 
buted. 


Owatonna—‘‘We have never before had 
so many lovely books ($500 worth) at one 
fell swoop. We are keeping them on exhi- 
bit for two weeks more to enable every- 
one to look them over. Talks to the grades 
were given on the care of books, and the 
Gaylord book marks were distributed. 
The ‘‘book shelf’? idea brought back from 
the conference was also introduced.”’ 


Rochester—A poster contest was held 
in seven grade schools of the city, the 
fourth, fifth and sixth grades competing. 
The best group was selected from each 
school by the art teacher, and these were 
displayed in the Library, about two hun- 
dred in all. One was selected from each 
school by a group of three poster artists, 
and these were placed in Adams’ Book 
Store window. The public voted on them, 
and Mr. Adams awarded a prize to the one 
receiving the highest number of votes. 

An essay contest was also conducted in 
the schools, and the best three essays were 
published by the Post-Bulletin. 

Mrs. Thompson, Children’s librarian, 
gave talks to. the Kindergarten Mother’s 
Club in each school and to the Parent- 
Teachers Association at the Lincoln School 
on the Monday following book week. 


Thief River Falls—Prizes were offered 
for the best book plates and posters made 
by eighth grade students. Besides the ex- 
hibit at the library, a window display was 
arranged at the First National Bank. 


Willmar—The Normal Training Class, 
with their instructor, made a visit to our 
exhibit, taking notes on the books to re- 
port on in class next day. 











SCHOOL LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT | 
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I What the State Library Division offers to 
school librarians and teachers. 


A. Traveling Libraries 
1. For rural and town schools 
2. For rural and town communities 


Package Libraries 

1. Novels and other recreatory read- 
ing for the teachers themselves. 

2. Books, book maps and articles for 
their pupils 

3. Material for correspondence cours- 
es, extension courses, and the read- 
ing circle. 

4. Pictures for art study and on spe- 
cial subjects. 


Advice on Buying Books 
1. For school use 
(Books sent for examination be- 
fore purchase) 
2. For personal use 
(In general always ‘‘Investigate 
Before Investing’’ especially in a 
book sold by a canvasser.) 
Lists of Novels, Travel, Education, 
Biography, Agriculture, Child 
Study, ete. 
Advice on Organization and Adminis- 
tration of Libraries, and State Aid 
1. The independent school library 
2. The contract public and school li- 
brary 
3. The county library 
(Plans and blue prints furnished 
for shelving and equipment) 


. How to Secure This Service 
Have your School Librarian write to 
the State Library Division, Room 9, 
‘Historical Building, St. Paul, for (Do 
not write to the public libraries in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul) 
1. Traveling library application card 
(Cost $1.50 for each 25 volumes) 
2. Package libraries 
(Charge for return postage only) 
a. Be specific 
b. Give author and title if possible 
c. State topic clearly and definitely 
d. Ask for a few topics at a time 
Address Room 9, Historical Building, 
St. Paul, Minn. 





PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION 
Relations with Parent Teacher Associa- 


tions local and state are developing. Calls 
have been frequent for talks especially 
during children’s book week. The School 
Supervisor has spoken at the Sheridan, 
Grant and Irving Schools in St. Paul. Miss 
Lois Fawcett of the State Historical His- 
torical Society spoke at Farnsworth School. 

At the P. T. A. State Convention in St. 
Cloud an exhibit was set up by Miss Alma 


Penrose and Miss Edith Grannis and lists 
were distributed. “How May Character 
Building be aided by Good Reading?” was 
the subject of a paper by Harriet A. Wood 
Chairman of the Library Committtee. 

The kinds of books that level up char. 
acter were stressed, such as those of per- 
manence, not of ephemeral interest, Biblj- 
cal Stories, and the Odyssey of Homer. 
Books of distinction not of mediocrity 
such as Robinson Crusoe and the Alcott 
books rather than the “Everlasting series 
for boys and girls.” 

The parent’s part in bringing books to 
bear upon their children’s lives, is studying 
their children’s traits, reading children’s 
books and consulting book specialists such 
as the school or public librarian. Dr. Char- 
ter’s “‘Teaching of Ideals’’ and Dr. Bird 
Baldwin’s “The Young Child’ point the 
way to a study of traits. Aesop’s Fables 
(The Jacobs edition is best) holds up a 
mirror to each human trait. 

There is no substitute for a parent’s 
first hand acquaintance with the books, 
Some books that are helpful are about 
people, such as Byrd’s “Skyward” and 
Lindbergh’s ‘‘We’’. Others are about 
times and countriés, such as _ Power's 
“Cities and Their Stories’ and Adams 
“Gateway to American History.’”’ An art 
book helpful with children is Wheeler’s 
“Playing with Clay.’’ Coleman’s ‘‘Creative 
Music in the Home’”’ suggests ways of mak- 
ing homemade instruments. Good books on 
the reading of children are Gardner & 
Ramsey’s ‘‘Handbook of Children’s Litera- 
ture;’”’ Auslander & Hill’s ‘“‘The Winged 
Horse,” Becker’s ‘‘Adventures in Read- 
ing;’’ Field’s ‘‘Guide to Children’s Litera- 
ture;’’ a new edition of an old favorite, 
Olecott’s ‘‘Children’s Reading.”’ 


The public library and the college com- 
bined efforts in getting out an exhibit of 
books and book lists for this group. 

The supervisors of the college training 
school planned an exhibit of play materi- 
als for children of all grades. 

The book and play material were shown 
together by age interest. So that it was 
possible for the parents and friends of the 
children to find the section of the exhibit 
which most met their needs. 

An annotated and graded book list not- 
ing some first choice gift books for child- 
ren from the kindergarten to the ninth 
grade age—entitled BOOKS FOR THE 
BOY’S AND GIRL’S OWN LIBRARY—the 
work of the college training school super- 
visors and the librarians—was available 
for free distribution. 

The last section of the display showed 
the balanced home library in which repre- 
sentative needs of a family were provided 
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for. A magazine table emphasized standard 
magazines for the home. Every member 
had been remembered—from the young- 
est to the oldest. A book list of the books 
shown in the exhibit was given to all in- 
terested. This part of the display and the 
list were the work of Alma Penrose, li- 
prarian of the public library. 

About four hundred people came in to 
see the exhibit. The suggestions offered in 
the way of book and play materials seemed 
to meet in a practical way a real need of 


the visitors. 





MINNESOTA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 

The Library Section of the M. E. A. held 
its annual meeting in Minneapolis, Novem- 
ber 9th, at the Young & Quinlan auditori- 
um. The president, Miss Marion Baker, li- 
prarian of the Rochester High School, 
opened the meeting promptly at 9 A. M. 

Mrs. A. A. Mendenhall, president of the 
Minnesota Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, was introduced by Harriet Wood, 
chairman of the P. T. A. Library Commit- 
tee. 

Mrs. Mendenhall said: ‘‘It is a privilege 
to bring greetings from the Minnesota Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers which is 
greatly indebted to all librarians for their 
assistance in helping to attain the purpose 
of the organization—the raising of stan- 
dards in Home, School and Community 
life and in bringing about an informed and 
intelligent parenthood. 

I suppose every one here knows of the 
work and nature of the P. T. A. Nota 
selected group—not a group of cultured 
people alone, although many such make up 
our membership. It has and may well be 
called a Cross section of the school dis- 
trict or community, an association which 
brings together on common ground the 
people of all nations, all degrees of intel- 
ligence, ability and training in the interest 
of childhood. Because of this type of mem- 
bership, representing as it does, all the 
people, the P. T. A. occupies a strategic 
position in every community where it ex- 
ists. It provides a medium by which the 
professional may reach the layman. 

Every agency contributing to education 
and life, be it social or health institution, 
school or library, needs an interpreter. 
The service of these agencies becomes val- 
uable in proportion as it is made known 
and available to the general public. 

It is in this capacity—that of interpre- 
ter or if you wish, publicity agent, that 
the P. T. A. hopes to render some assis- 
tance to the librarians of our state. 

You have been most generous in giving 
talks at our numerous meetings, especially 
during Book Week; many of you have 
worked on committees with Parent-Teacher 
members; some have compiled valuable 


book lists for parents on Child Training, 
and others have contributed articles to 
our state magazine, the Minnesota Parent 
Teacher. We thank you sincerely for all 
these things. Because we recognize the 
service you have rendered to our members 
in pointing them always to the source of 
information and inspiration—the library; 
because we realize the great power you 
have been in building the character of our 
boys and girls through encouraging and 
promoting more and better reading, the 
Minnesota Congress of Parents and Teach- 
ers gladly offers you, with a spirit of 
appreciation and cooperation, its 465 local 
associations through which you are more 
than welcome to acquaint the citizens of 
Minnesota with the needs, advantages and 
opportunities of the free libraries of this 
state. 

Mr. Frank K. Walter, of the University 
of Minnesota, gave another of his very en- 
tertaining and instructive talks on peri- 
odicals. 

He introduced his discussion of ‘‘Some 
Periodical Sets, New and Old”’ with the re- 
mark that he was beginning to feel very 
much like a periodical himself. (See page 
94). 

Mrs. J. T. Jennings, assistant librarian, 
St. Paul Public Library presented a list of 
Recent Reference Books, with comments, 
which appears on page 95. 

A pleasant interlude, a group of songs 
by the Moorhead Ladies Sextette, was fol- 
lowed by a talk on ‘Art, Literature and 
Contemporary Civilization’’ by Franklin 
Bliss Snyder, Northwestern University, 
Evanston. ‘ 

While the present day poetry and the 
drama leave much to be desired, the mod- 
ern novel in Mr. Snyder’s opinion is es- 
pecially lacking in essential values. 

Mr. Snyder’s talk was reassuring to the 
school librarian who finds very few mod- 
ern novels that seem to ring true. 

A survey of American music, architec- 
ture, painting and sculpture shows that 
America in all these fields is today doing 
most admirable work. When we turn to 
literature, however, one finds a less en- 
couraging situation. Why this is so, is 
hard to tell. The facts, however, seem in- 
controvertible. 

At the business session the following of- 
ficers were chosen—president, Emma 
Wiecking, librarian, Mankato State Teach- 
ers College; secretary, Elizabeth Battin, 
librarian, Mankato public schools. 

A delightful luncheon at the Leaming- 
ton Hotel was arranged by Miss Lois Dav- 
idson, chairman of the Minneapolis group. 

Miss Lura Hutchinson, assistant profes- 
sor, talked informally about the Division 
of Library instruction, University of Min- 
nesota. She told of the students and the 
surprisingly large registration. 














Miss Wood read a telegram of greetings 
from the School Librarians of Wisconsin 
whose meeting she had attended the day 
before. She told of the encouraging con- 
ditions in the school libraries evident in 
her field visits, due largely to the increased 
number of librarians with training. 

The librarians were invited to_inspect 
the Library Exhibit at the Auditorium and 
to attend the Midwinter meeting at Chi- 
cago where a program for school librarians 
will be given. 

Miss Davidson explained her plan of se- 
lecting student assistants at South High 
School where the boys are especially inter- 
ested in library work. 

At the close of the luncheon, two brief 
conferences were held on work with the 


Parent Teacher Associations and on li- 
brary courses in teachers colleges. 





SOME PERIODICAL FILES 
NEW AND OLD 


By FRANK K. WALTER, Librarian, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. 


Librarians, especially those of small li- 
braries, are constantly being enjoined not 
to make a fetich of periodical sets. They 
are warned that much of this material soon 
becomes obsolete, that it takes much space 
on the shelves which could be better used 
by more usable material, and that it can- 
not be preserved very often in permanent 
form because of the prohibitive cost of 
binding. All these statements are true in 
the main and the undoubted truth they 
contain will sooner or later thrust itself 
on the attention of every schoo] or public 
librarian. 

At the same time these are not com- 
plete truths, nor is any librarian on the 
right track who takes the elimination of 
periodicals as her guiding principle. Even 
though it is true that in most cases the 
late periodicals are more frequently use- 
ful it does not by any means follow that 
older ones are not oftentimes of very de- 
cided service. I wish to mention briefly a 
few of these subordinate uses. 

The very names “‘periodicals” and ‘‘mag- 
azines’”’ are significant. A periodical is 
something which appears at more or less 
regular intervals, like hay fever or tax 
bills. It depends largely on its up-to-date- 
ness and its popular appeal in its chosen 
field. It is something which can be looked 
forward to with considerable confidence 
so far as its appearance is concerned. In 
these times when everyone is clamoring 
for something new it is more or less a 
palliative for this chronic complaint of 
the American public. If the subscription 
cost can be met, one is reasonably sure of 
getting the specified number of issues with- 
in the specified time. To some extent the 
demand for new material is met by these 
new periodical numbers. 


On the other hand, the older term 
‘“‘magazine,’’ is even more significant, A 
magazine, if one consults the dictionary 
will be found to be the same thing ag q 
storehouse or granary. Even the older 
names of periodicals usually carried with 
them this idea. They were called cabj- 
nets, miscellany, etc. The idea of a reserve 
or a storehouse from which one could draw 
was constantly before the minds of the 
older publishers of this sort of literature 
and of the contributors to them. They ex- 
pected their work, though appearing perj- 
odically, to have a considerable amount of 
permanent value. In the great flood of 
magazines which overwhelms us at pres- 
ent, this idea is sometimes overlooked or 
minimized. js 


Space will not permit the collection of 
many long sets of periodicals in most small 
libraries. It is hard to get an adequate 
idea of their value from the fragmentary 
files or odd volumes which are on the 
shelves. The old household habit of stor- 
ing up piles of magazines in the attie 
where children could get them on their 
voyages of discovery has been abandoned. 
The modern method is to call in the Good 
Will Industries or the Salvation Army, or 
to give them to the small boys and girls 
who are begging them for public school 
paper day. 


Nevertheless, a study of the older maga- 
zines is helpful even to the most modern- 
minded librarian. They show, as practi- 
cally nothing else shows but a very care- 
fully selected collection of books, which 
usually cost far more than an equivalent 
number of magazines, a continuous cross 
section of social development. They are 
in reality a picture of life in contempo- 
rary settings. I need not refer to the 
graphic idea one gets of the customs in 
the days of the Civil War and after, from 
the steel plates in Godey’s Ladies’ Book 
and similar magazines. So many of these 
have been destroyed to make bad lamp 
shades that they are already becoming col- 
lectors’ items. Several other files of old 
magazines, however, are quite common and 
easily obtainable. I am, of course, assum- 
ing that a teacher has time to devote a few 
minutes at least to the individualized needs 
of her patrons. 


Take for example, Harpers. In it you 
will find the novels of Dickens, Wilkie 
Collins, Thackeray, to mention only a few, 
as they first appeared with the contempo- 
rary wood cuts which to the seasoned read- 
er bring far more of the real atmosphere 
of the book than any modern setting. In 
a surprisingly large number of cases they 
will appeal, at least to the discriminating, 
among the boys and girls of school age. 
The historical articles usually are found 
with illustrations much popularized, but 
are none the less entertaining and useful 
for that reason. 











Art material of high value is found in 
the wood engravings, mezzotints, and steel 
engravings by which they were illustrated. 
The wood engravings by Timothy Cole in 
old volumes of the Century, and drawings 
of E. A. Abbey, George Du Maurier and 
others of equal note and the color work 
of Howard Pyle in Harper’s of the ’90’s 
and later and the excellent illustrations 
in Scribner’s are examples hard to match 
in the average book or in magazines of 
today. 

The chronological list of events, the 
special departments, such as the Editor's 
Table and the Editor’s Drawer, all have in 
them a great fund of information and a 
great deal of interest for the growing gen- 
eration as well as for the older ones to 
whom they bring back reminiscences. It 
is not at all lacking in value to have the 
younger generation know that their fath- 
ers and grandfathers at least were think- 
ing intelligently and perhaps reading ma- 
terial which was quite as well suited to 
their period as that with which the youths 
of today regale themselves. 

One need not be a reactionary to feel 
that an occasional pause and a look back- 
ward may not be a bad thing for the li- 
brary public of today. In no other way 
of which I know can this sort of impres- 
sion be obtained as readily, as easily and 
in most cases as economically as through 
selected volumes or runs of magazines 
which most librarians discard, more be- 
cause of an ignorance of their value than 
because of any particular objection they 
have to them. 

With the use of any of the better peri- 
odical indexes the value of these files is, 
of course, greatly enhanced. In a sur- 
prisingly large number of cases reference 
material and recreational reading in sur- 
prising variety and of unexpected value can 
be unearthed in this way in this class of 
literature which is now somewhat discred- 
ited by the average reader and the librar- 
ian of the small collection of small means. 


RECENT REFERENCE BOOKS AND 
OTHER WORKS OF INTEREST 
TO HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


By Mrs. Jennie T. Jennings, Assistant 
Librarian, St. Paul Public Library. 
I. Books for Librarian’s own Desk 
American Library Association. Schoo] 
library yearbook number 1-2. 
Comp. by the Education committee 
of the American library association. 
Chicago, American library associa- 
tion, 1927-1928. Miss Harriet A. 
Wood, Chairman. 
Contents— 
1926—1. School library progress. 
2. Instruction in the use of books 
and libraries. 3. Directory of 
school librarians who are members 
of the A. L. A. $1.35. 
1927—-1. School library progress. 


2. Administration of schoo] librar- 
ies. An important article by Dr. 
Charles Russell, the dean of Teach- 
ers College, Columbia University 
and the School Library Score Card 
set up by Martha Wilson. 3. Direc- 
tory. $1.65. 

Scripture, Elizabeth, and Greer, Mar- 
garet R. . Find it yourself! A 
brief course in the use of books and 
libraries under the contract sys- 
tem. Teacher’s ed. $.60. N. Y. Wil- 
son Co. 1927. Student’s ed. $.50. 

Sears, Minnie Earl. List of subject 
headings for small libraries. Wil- 
son Co. 2d ed., rev. and enl., 1926. 
$2.75. 

Van Hoesen, Henry Bartlett and Wal- 
ter, F. K. Bibliography, practical 
enumerative, historical; an intro- 
ductory manual. N. Y. Scribner’s. 
1928. Bibliographical appendix: pp. 
425-502. 

Wilson, H. W., pub. Standard cata- 
log for high school libraries; a se- 
lected list of 2600 books, with add- 
ed lists of pamphlets, maps and pic- 
tures, ed. by Zaidee Brown. N. Y. 
Wilson Co., 1928. °2 pts. in 1 
(Standard catalog series) $12.00. 


II. Ready Reference. 

Hazeltine, Mary Emogene. Anniver- 
saries and holidays, a calendar of 
days and how to observe them. Chi- 
cago, A. L. A. 1928. $6.00. 

Halle, Mrs. Rita (Sulzbacher). Which 
college? N. Y. Macmillan. 1928. 
$2.00. School ed. $1.50. 

The Oxford book of American verse, 
chosen & edited by Bliss Carman. 
N. Y. Oxford univ. press, 1927. 
$3.75. 

Robertson, David Allan, ed. Ameri- 
can universities and colleges. N. Y. 
Seribner’s, 1928. $2.50. 

Virendra, Vandyopadhyaya (Biren 
Bonnerja). A dictionary of super- 
stitions and mythology. Lond., 
Folk press. 1928. 15 shillings 


Ill. Books for General Reading, with 
chapters valuable for student topical 
reference in history, geography, cus- 
toms, civics, etc. 

Gloag, John & Walker, C. T. Home 
life in history; Social life and man- 
ners in Britain, 200 B. C.-A. D. 
1926. Il. by A. B. Read. N. Y., 
Coward-McCann. 1928. $4.00. 

Home, Gordon Cochrane & Foord, Ed- 
ward, Mediaeval London. London, 

E. Benn, 1927. $5.00 

Quennell, Mrs. Marjorie & C. H. B., 
Everyday life in Anglo-Saxon, vik- 
ing, and Norman times, N. Y. Put- 
nam’s, 1927. $2.50. 











Far Countries. 


Baikie, James. Glamour of Near East 
Excavation. Seeley, Service & Co. 
$5.00. 

The Near East year book and who’s 
who, A survey of the affairs, politi- 
cal, economical and social, of Yugo- 
slavia, Roumania, Bulgaria, Greece 
and Turkey. . .1927. Lond., The 
Near East, ltd. 25 shillings. 

Walker, Eric Anderson. A history of 
South Africa, N. Y. Longmans, 
1928. $5.00. 


V. Near Home. 


Ford, Antoinette E. My Minnesota. 
Chicago, Lyons & Carnahan. 1928. 
Miller, Frederick Caspar. Saint Paul: 
location—development—opportuni- 


ties. . . St. Paul, Webb Pub. Co., 
1928. $.85. 
Atlas. 


Hammond, C. S. & co., pub. The 
new world loose leaf atlas, con- 
taining new and complete histor- 
ical, economic, political and physi- 
cal maps of the entire world, in- 
cluding the new states of Europe. 


Debate Material. 


Carpenter, Oliver C. Debate outlines 
on public questions. (New Ed.) 
N. Y., Minton Balch, 1928. $2.50. 


Debaters’ Digest (Issued semi-month- 
ly through the Debating season, 
Nov. 15 to April 15, Eleven issues) 
$1.50. Debaters’ Digest, 35 West 
32d St., New York. 

“The Debaters’ Digest makes pos- 
sible the selection of those articles 
exactly suited to the individual’s 
requirements. Under “Current 
References’’ we not only index all 
articles of a generally controvers- 
ial nature, but in addition we indi- 
cate what the article says, and its 
general and specific application to 
the subject under discussion. If 
the point that the article makes 
has been made previously in better 
manner we frankly say so.’’ 


Debaters’ Research. Publisher, Baylor 
University, Waco, Texas. Protec- 
tion of Foreign Capital by Armed 
Foree. 1928. 120 p. $1.50. Direct- 
ly useful for the debate question in 
Minnesota this year. ‘‘Resolved: 
That the United States should cease 
to protect, by armed force, capital 
invested in foreign lands except 
after a declaration of war.’’ 

Two other volumes by the De- 
baters’ Research: 

Parliamentary versus Congres- 
sional Government. $2.00. 

The McNary Haugen Farm Relief 
Bill. $2.00. 





Intercollegiate Debates. A year book 
of college debating on all subjects, 
8 v. N. Y. Noble & Noble, 1999- 
1927. Each volume may be ob- 
tained separately. 

The H. W. Wilson Company’s Debate 
Material. Debaters’ Handbook Ser- 
ies. Handbook series. Prices vary 
$1.25 to $2.40 each. A late yol- 
ume just received, series, II., vol. 
4, is ‘‘Selected articles on intera]- 
lied debts and revision of the debt 
settlements,’’ comp. by James T, 
Gerould and Laura S. Turnbull, N, 
Y.1928. Mr. Gerould, now Librari- 
an at Princeton University, was for- 
merly Librarian of the University of 
Minnesota. 


Debaters’ Manual. 5th ed. Revised. 
$1.50. 

University Debaters’ Annuals. each, 
$2.25. 

Representative Collegiate Debates. 

The Reference Shelf: Published ir- 
regularly to make available mater- 
ial at the time of greatest interest. 
“Contains reprints of selected ar- 
ticles, briefs, bibliographies, de- 
bates, study outline of timely top- 
ics.’’ Price for single numbers from 
75 cents to 90 cents. 


VIII. Free or Inexpensive Reference Ma- 
terial. 


Sources for Addresses 

Libraries. 216 West Monroe St., Chi- 
eago. Some free material under 
heading ‘Interesting things in 
print.”’ 

Library Journal. R. R. Bowker Co., 
New York. Some free material un- 
der heading ‘‘Current literature and 
bibliography.” 

Publishers’ Weekly. R. R. Bowker Co., 
New York. Under ‘‘Weekly record 
of New Publications” lower half, 
material marked ‘‘apply.”’ 

*U. S. Bureau of Foreign and Domes- 
tic Commerce. Commercial and In- 
dustrial Organizations of the U. S. 
(Domestic Commerce Series—No. 
5) 191 p. Price 60 cents. Contains 
lists of associations, organizations, 
chambers of commerce by subject, 
e.g. aeronautics, fisheries, fruit 
growing, furs, radio, etc., as well as 
lists by localities, and an alphabeti- 
cal list by names of associations. 

*U. S. Superintendent of Documents 
Weekly lists of Selected United 
States Government Publications. 
Sent on request made to the Super- 
intendent of Documents. Goverl- 
ment Printing Office, Washington, 
D. C. The cost is small. 

Public Affairs Information Service. 
Bulletin—October 1914. N. Y. 
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W. Wilson Co., May be consulted 
and checked at some large library. 
Lists many pamphlets and publica- 
tions on public questions which 
may be obtained on application. 


Some Local Sources for Material 
Civics and Economics 

State Report of the State Board of 
Control. 

State Report of the State Industrial 
Commission. 

State Minnesota Legislative Manual, 
and Publications and Reports of dif- 
ferent State Departments and Di- 
visions, e. g., Library Division, De- 
partment of Education. Lists of 
state documents are now published 
by the Minnesota Historical Society 
in its Bulletin. 

County Reports of County Board of 
Control, and other county reports. 

City Reports of Departments of City 
government, if printed, e. g. Comp- 
troller’s report on finances. Educa- 
tion department, Water department, 
etc. 

Social Community Chest’ and other 
welfare organizations. Pamphlets. 


Commercial Geography—Pamphlets 
and Maps. 

Cities Chambers of commerce of dif- 
ferent cities. 

States Pamphlets from Agricultural 
Experiment Stations, e. g., alfalfa, 
citrus fruits, desert plants, ete. 
from Arizona and California. 

Pamphlets on mining and related 
industries from engineering depart- 
ments of different State Universi- 
ties. 

Firms Pamphlets on industries, e. g., 
on “Fur” from the large fur com- 
panies, such as Gordon & Ferguson, 
Ekholm, and on leather manufac- 
turing concerns. 

Railroads Valuable pamphlets and 
Maps. 

Associations Local, e. g., Ten Thou- 
sand Lakes Association. 





MINNESOTA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 


Division Conventions October 4-6. 
Public School Librarians 


Central Division—St. Cloud—tThe li- 
bray section of the C. M. E. A. met ata 
luncheon on Friday, October 12th. Thirty- 
five teacher-librarians and teachers inter- 
ested in children’s reading were present. 
The subject for discussion was ‘‘How I 
Have Interested Children in Books.” Miss 
Harriet Wood, State Supervisor of School 
Libraries, gave practical suggestions from 
her observations in the library field. Sup- 
ervisors of the college training school pre- 





sented the various plans they used with the 
Riverview chidren, beginning with the kin- 
dergarten children and including the jun- 
ior high grades. Principals and teachers 
who have charge of school libraries in the 
district gave interesting and helpful ac- 
counts off the methods used in their li- 
braries and schools. Devices were shown. 

During the convention one of the col- 
lege classrooms was turned into a small 
school library room. 

The library itself consisted of the two 
hundred books suggested in the Minnesota 
Elementary School Library List as the first 
choice for the school library. The books 
were shelved in Dewey Decimal order on 
standard library shelving of the correct 
height and type. Right methods of library 
organization—that is—classification, ac- 
cessioning, pocketing and carding of books 
were shown since the books of the group 
had all been carried through these process- 
es of organization. The accession record of 
the library, the shelflist, and the checked 
Elementary Lists, to serve as catalogs of 
the library, and the charging record in a 
standard tray were also shown. Associa- 
tion members seemed to be much interest- 
ed in seeing the actual work of organiza- 
tion and the books themselves. Some of 
the visitors made book orders from the 
books shown. 

Sheets of directions for library organi- 
zation and book mending were available 
for purchase at a very nominal price. 

A small table on which there were pic- 
ture books for the youngest library readers 
emphasized that even the smallest chil- 
dren of the school needed books provided 
for them. 

Posters, book maps, booklists, reading 
records of training school children, and 
book wrappers suggested ways of interest- 
ing the children in books. 

Samples of book mending which illus- 
trated the various types of mending were 
also exhibited together with the materials 
used in the work—each labeled with the 
use, source, price, and cost of the material. 
New types of book rebinding in the attrac- 
tive new materials and colors attracted the 
attention of some of the librarians and 
school administrators who had problems 
in this field. 

Northeast Division—Duluth—At this Li- 
brarian’s section of the Northeast which 
met in the Central High School library in 
Duluth, October 4, 5, and 6, the following 
program was given: 

Motion picture, ‘‘A first grade library ex- 
cursion’’—directed by Charlotte Hunter, 
Supervisor, Kindergarten-Primary, Hib- 
bing. 

School reference work in the children’s 
department of the Duluth Public Library— 
Alice Brown, Duluth Public Library. 

Waiting on the adolescent—Irma M. 
Walker, Reference Librarian, Hibbing Pub- 
lic Library. 














first grade children in Hibbing taking a 
trip to the library, obtaining borrower’s 
ecards, choosing their books and having 
them charged, and later in the classroom 
discussing their trip to the library. 

Miss Brown explained a system of co- 
operation between teachers and librarian 
that she was trying out in order to insure 


successful results in assigned reference 
work. 
Miss Walker discussed the _ physical, 


mental, and spiritual instability of the 
adolescent and how his needs may be met 
by the librarian. Her sincerity and en- 
thusiasm were inspiring. Some interesting 
projects were exhibited. 

Anne C. Studnicka, Mountain Iron, was 
chairman, and Marie L. Kennedy, Two 
Harbors, secretary. 





Western Division—East Grand Forks— 
Miss Wood spoke to the high school teach- 
ers on “‘The Place of the Library in the 
Sechool,’’ stressing the importance of a uni- 
fied, adequate, accessible library in which 
pupils of all grades may have library ex- 
perience in a true library atmosphere and 
where they may learn to be self helpful 
through regular library instruction. 





MINNEAPOLIS SCHOOL LIBRARY CLUB 


The School Librarians of Minneapolis 
met at the Women’s University Club for a 
dinner meeting. The following officers were 
elected, Evelyn Osborn, Franklin Junior, 
Chairman, and Janet Lockhart, West Sen- 
ior, Secretary. Plans were discussed for 
the winter’s meetings. A study of reading 
methods and materials will be undertaken. 
The schools represented were South, North, 
Bryant Junior, Franklin Junior, Roosevelt, 
Edison, West, Central, Marshall and the 
State Library Division. 





LIST OF MINNESOTA SCHOOL 
LIBRARIANS 
This includes additions and corrections 
to the list published in September issue. 
Town Librarian 
Columbia Heights, Elizabeth Wills, T. L. 
Elk River. .Mrs. Jessie H. Parsons, T. L. 
Fairmont....Myrtle E. Johnson, T. L. 
Fyramnee .....% Christine Ludenia, T. L. 
Maple Lake .. Veronica Fallon, T. L. 
Meadowlands, Mary Joan Sommer, T. L. 
Minneapolis— 
University High School 
Publie Library— 
eens OE CG. 4.05 Ss « Lorraine Decker 
Branch Dept. 
Junior Highs— 


.. Lillian Busian 


DER WMG «6 «6s ae Frances Redman, Ass’t. 
as) re a Helen Hebbel, Ass’t. 
Jordan ..Merry Greenwald, Acting head 


Jefferson .Mrs. Helen H. Fowler, Ass'’t. 
Lineoln, Mrs. Marjorie S. Dickson, Ass’t. 


The motion picture showed a group of 
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St. Paul— 


Humboldt High ........ Phyllis Bastin 
Washington Jr. High ...Edith Ouellete 
Stillwater ...... Florence Kielty, T, 1 


FICTION 
To Be Included In 
HIGH SCHOOL SUPPLEMENT 
Austen, Jane. Emma (Rittenhouse elags- 
ics) Macrae-Smith 
Bill, A. H. Clutch of the Corsican. Little 
Bill, A. H., Highroads of peril. Little 


Bishop, Farnham & Brodeur, A. G. Altar 
of the legion. Little. 

Boyd, James. Drums. Scribner 

Marching on. Scribner 

Cannon, C. J. Red rust. Little 

Cather, Willa. Death comes for the Arch- 
bishop. Knopf 

Cather, Willa. 


Boyd, James. 


My Antonia. Houghton 

Chase, M. E. Mary Christmas. Little 

Cooper, J. F. The pathfinder (Fairmount 
classics) New ed. Macrae-Smith 

Cooper, J. F.. Spy; ill. by H. Brett (River- 
side bookshelf) Houghton 

Cooper, J. F. Spy; il. by C. M. Boldridge, 
Minton 

Crane, Stephen. Red badge of courage 
(Appleton modern lit. ser.) Appleton 

Crownfield, Gertrude. Alison Blair. Dut- 
ton 

Davis, R. H. Best stories from ‘‘Gallegher” 
to ‘‘The deserter.’’ Scribner 

Davis, W. S. Gilman of Redford, Macmil- 
lan 

Davis, W. S. White queen. Macmillan 

Dickens Charles. David Copperfield. 2% 
in 1. (Large type ed.) Harper 

Dickens, Charles. Old Curiosity shop 
(Rittenhouse classics) Macrae-Smith 

Dickens, Charles. Oliver Twist (Large 
type ed.) Harper 

Dickens, Charles. Oliver Twist, il. by 
Teague Donal. Minton 

Dickens, Charles. Tale of two cities. Dodd 

Dickens, Charles. Tale of two cities (Large 
type ed.) Harper 

Douglas, Donald. Black Douglas; with dec- 
orations by Clifford Pyle. Doran 

Dumas, Alexander. Three musketeers; tt. 
and abr. by P. S. Allen. Rand. 

Eliot, George, pseud. Adam Bede (Inter- 
national classics) Dodd 

Eliot, George, pseud. Adam Bede (Modern 
student’s lib.) Scribner 

Freeman, Mrs. M. E. (Wilkins) Best stor- 
ies of Mary E. Wilkins; selected and 
with an introduction by H. W. Lanier. 
Harper 

Garland, Hamlin. Trail-makers of the 
middle border. Macmillan 
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Gollomb, Joseph. Tuning in at Lineoln 

high. Macmillan 

Gollomb, Joseph. 
Lincoln high. Maemillan. 

Hargreaves, Sheba. Cabin at the trail’s 
end; a story of Oregon. Harper 

Harper, T. A. & Harper, Winifred. Siber- 
ian gold. Doubleday 

Hawthorne, Nathaniel. House of the seven 


Working through at 


seven gables (Riverside bookshelf) 
Houghton 


Heidenstam, Verner von. Swedes and their 
chieftains; tr. from the Swedish by 
Charles W. Stork. American Scandina- 
vian foundation. 

Heming, A. H. H. 
day 

Hough, Emerson. Covered wagon (Apple- 
ton’s modern lit. ser.) Appleton 

James, Will. Smoky (New popular ed.) 
Seribner 

Johnston, Mary. The exile. 

Johnston, Mary. Great valley. 

Kelly, Myra. Little citizens. 
lib.) Doubleday 

Kingsley, Charles. 
Smith 

Lagerlof, Selma. Liliecrona’s home; tr. by 
by A. Barwell. Dutton 

Lesterman, John. Adventure of a Trafalgar 
lad, a tale of the sea, Harcourt 

Lesterman, John. Sailor of Napoleon; A 
tale of the sea. Harcourt 

Lynn, Margaret. Land of promise. Little 

Lytton, Bulwer. Last days of Pompeii (II- 
lustrated classics for younger readers) 
Scribner. 

MacHarg, Mrs. W. B. & Balmer, Edwin. 
Indian drum. Grosset 

Masefield, John. Lost endeavor. Macmillan 

Meigs, Cornelia. Trade wind; with il. in 
color by Henry Pitz (Beacon Hill book- 
shelf) Little 

Minnigrode Meade. Cockades, a romance. 
Putnam 

Morrow, Mrs. H. (Willsie). Forever free; 
a novel of Abraham Lincoln. Morrow 

Morrow, Mrs. H. (Willsie). On to Oregon, 
the story of a pioneer boy. Morrow 

Morrow, Mrs. H. (Willsie). We must 
march. Stokes 

Mukerji, D. G. Gay neck. Dutton 


Living forest. Double- 


Little 
Little. 
(Lambskin 


Westward ho! Macrae- 


Nordhoff, Charles. 

Parker, Gilbert. Seats of the mighty. 
(Appleton’s modern lit. ser.) Appleton 

Pease, Howard. Jinx ship. Doubleday 


Rolvaag, O. E. Giants in the earth. Harper 


Pearl lagoon. Little 


Rollins, P. A. Jinglebob; a true story of a 
real cowboy. Scribner 


Scott, Walter. Quentin Durward. Scribner 













Scott, Walter. Ivanhoe. Il. by E. B. Smith 
(Riverside bookshelf) Houghton 


Snedeker, Mrs. C. C. (Parke). Perilous 


seat. Doubleday 
Sublette, C. M. Bright face of danger. 
Little. 


Sublette, C. M. Scarlet Cockerel. Little 

Suckow, Ruth. Bonney family. Knopf 

Walpole, Hugh. Jeremy. Doran 

Wharton, Edith. Ethan Frome. Scribner 

White, S. E. Rules of the game. Doubleday 

Whitehead, A. C. Standard bearer. Amer. 
bk. 


Wilder, T. N. Bridge of San Luis Rey. 
Boni 


Wren, P. C. Beau Geste. Stokes 





NEWS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
Organization and Administration 


Albany—Margaret Powers, the school li- 
brarian has completed reorganizing the li- 
brary. A vertical filing cabinet for maga- 
zines and small pamphlets is a much appre- 
ciated addition to the equipment. 

Hawley and _  Dilworth—Two sisters, 
Flora and Hazel Richert have transformed 
the libraries at Hawley and Dilworth. 

Hinckley—The librarian at Hinckley, 
Gertrude Rosenwald, has reorganized the 
library. 


School and Public Library Cooperation 


Barnum—A very attractive, well planned 
$15,000 library building has been present- 
ed to Barnum by the founder of the town, 
Mr. G. G. Barnum. In order to serve both 
the school and public, the building is an- 
nexed to the school building. The new 
library has a large vestibule with a mosaic 
tiled flooring in which there is a large 
glass case for exhibits and a _ beautiful 
marble tablet. 

The main reading room is 21 by 40 feet 
and contains six tables and chairs to match, 
also two large reed davenports and several 
reed chairs and rockers. The decorations 
and paintings are artistic and beautiful. 
The floor is covered with heavy brown 
battleship linoleum. 

Biwabik—The Biwabik school and com- 
munity library has been moved to larger, 
more satisfactory quarters and is very pop- 
ular with both pupils and the public. An 
especial effort is made to serve the night 
school. 


New Books and Other Acquisitions 


Numerous letters have been received by 
the State Supervisor containing lists to be 
checked for purchase. It is desirable (1) 
To buy a few books at time (2) To have a 
definite reason for each purchase (3) To 











buy a variety of titles in single copies at 
first. Duplicates and expensive sets should 
be bought only after full consideration. 

St. Paul—Farnsworth School. A sale 
was held October 21 to provide funds for 
the school library. The articles were made 
by the children. 


Thief River Falls—Extensive reviews of 
books in the school library appear regular- 
ly in the local paper. Boys’ Own Book of 
Politics by Shepherd, How to use Your 
Mind by Kitson, Careers for Women by 
Filene and the Minnesota Capitol by Gau- 
thier and others have been given publicity. 





Library Instruction 

St. Paul—A Pathfinding Course in Li- 
brary Instruction was given to almost one 
thousand children in twenty-five St. Paul 
schools the first eight weeks of school. 
This simplified course in library science 
suited to grade children was prepared and 
directed by Bessie Medd, Librarian at the 
St. Anthony Park Branch Library. She was 
assisted by Gladys Taylor, Constance Sten- 
nes, Barbara Roome, Reba Wakefield, Mrs. 
Edward Muraski, and Mrs. C. V. Ling. This 
course will be repeated in the spring. 


Exhibits and Publicity 


Ely—Educational week was devoted to 
the subject of ‘‘Recreational Reading”’ and 
the grades conducted a contest, the results 
of which were used during Book Week. 


Mound—Mrs. Star White reports that 
Mound had a very attractive exhibit during 
Book Week, and for the meeting of the 
Parent-Teachers Association on November 
19. Many most interesting books and pic- 
tures arrived in time for the exhibit. Book 
lists were available for all interested. 





VISITS TO SCHOOLS 


Field work opened with a trip to Grand 
Rapids to assist with the Itasca County In- 
stitute. 
River 


Duluth, Proctor, Cloquet, Deer 
and all of the towns in the Iron 





Range were visited. Three days were spent 
in the rural schools of St. Louis County 
Again we were impressed with the splendid 
equipment and high quality of the teaching 
force. Mr. Barnes and his assistants af- 
forded every facililty for revising the 
school libraries. Much progress has been 
made in putting the books in order. 

Attendance at meetings in East Grang 
Forks, Moorhead and St. Cloud gave Oppor- 
tunity for visits to Crookston, Bemidji, Djj. 
worth, Hawley, Glyndon, Sauk Rapids, 
Long Prairie and Sauk Centre. Every- 
where the school librarians are enthusiastic 
and are making decided progress. 





PLEASE! PLEASE! 


I. Be skillful in printing letters and fig. 
ures with white ink before attempting 
to mark backs of books. Practice on 
worn outs. (Be content with putting 
call number in the upper right hand 
corner of fly leaf until skill is ac 
quired.) 


II. Send to State Library Division, Room 
9, Historical Building, St. Paul, for 
free sample lettering card. 


III. Purchase ball point pen, white ink, 
black India ink and white shellac, 


VI. Take pains to 


1. Brush surface with wood alcohol. 
(Use black band foundation only 
when surface is poor). 

2. Use properly thinned white ink. 
(Use black for light books). 

3. Keep lettering upright, uniform in 
size, spacing and form. 

4. Keep top of call number exactly 
two inches from bottom of book. 
(If some other height has been 
established do not change). 

5. Cover call number of every book 
with inch band of thin white 
shellac, and cover light books 
entirely. 











